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| To ISRAEL MAYO, Eſquire, 
| - and ELIZABETH his Wife, 


| 
2 
| of the County of Hartford. | 
4 
HAy Excellent Friends 
N the days of old time, Religi- - .- | 
ous Men did fet up Stone Adonus + 
_ ments, in the places where they 
received extraordinary. Mercien 
That: cuſtom obtains not.in Chriſtian - 
ractice. Otherwiſe I had haſtned ta - 
id qne- in . your delicious ; 
e, _In your Bethel there, and my 
ildren's Bethlebem. The Houſe of _ 
their Bread for a lohg time, Bread, 
bleſſed to be the Staff of a very ſinking © 
and almoſt hopeleſs life in one of them. 7 
A Paper Memorial T have thought bet- © 
ter than zoze. And do hereon inſcribe 
my acknowledgments unto the Father - 
of Mercies, and to your ' ſelves: his 1- 
ſtruments. Bleſſed be God, and bleſſed 
be you from God! Amen and. Amen ! 
Unto the divine Grace, 'be Sacrifices. of 
praiſe for' ever, Unto your ſelves, be 
the Joy of a pood Foandation againſt the. - 
time tocome / The Holy Ghoſt ſo names -£ 
| 5). ATA _ 
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* . The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


» your works of Beneficence ; or as ſome 


Criticks conſtrue it, a Bill of Contratt 3 
by vertue whereof you have your fi- 
nal Fudge made your Debtor, and the 
Day of We eaſured to be the Day 
of Payment. The Hebrews do call Alms 
by the name of Salr, for its preſerving 
and [weetning POWET. And the great 
Alphonſus uſed to ſay, that he kept che 
very things he beſtow'd. Implyin , that, 
by honouring God with his ſubſtance: 
he did not Alienate it, but Confirm his 
Propriety, in it. By your liberal things 
towards me deviſed, I am made a witneſs 


- of your ſacred Unanimity. May your 


reward be - great , preſſed down , ſha- 
ken together, and running over. 

 Ofths "v5 þ whereto I have prefixt 
your Names, I have many ways ex- 
preſſed my humble thoughts. That 
great Man, whoſe weighty ones follow 
in his Letter unto me here annexed, is the 
only one from whom I have received 
much light in the Argument, -I never 
heard one Sermon hereof ; nor read ma- 
ny Lines, except in a Chapter of his 
Life of Faith. A Chapter worthy'to be 
written im Cedar, and to be read as long as 
Letters laſt. And if I could have given 
to my Friends, halfthe number of thoſe 
Wo  _ * Chapters, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Chapters, that I can of theſe Sermons, I 
ſhould not have now ſent them abroad, 
after ſo many Months confinement in 
my Cloſer. I think I ſhould. have let 
them paſs through no more Honour and. 
Diſhonour, good Report and evil Report, 
than: had fallen - upon them in the 
Preaching. Of- your candid acceptati- 
on, I have no doubt in my Breaſt ; and 
therefore make no needleſs intreaties 
for its welcome in your Houle. 


My great Benefattors, 


My daily Prayers aſcend for your Per 
ſons, and your numerous. and lovely 
Branches, Prayers, that all the Trea- 
© Wl fures of Divine Love may be the reward 

of your Families Love unto mine. That 

t you may, all, be reaping to Eternity, 
; Mthe Kindnefſes you haye vouchſafed to 
e the Apples of my Eye. And that all the 
4 days of your Lives, your Treaſares, 
r W-Hearts, Companions and Converſations, 
;- WW may verily be where this Diſcourſe diretts 
is bem! That, as your ſelves, your Chil- 
be I 4ren may become, all of them, eminent 
4s inſtances of the poſſibility of Camels 
running through the Needles Eye's, of Rich 
Folks entering the Kingdom of Heaven. 
z A 3 Thar. 


The" Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
That if your long Proſperity abide, it 
may not //ay, or ſo much as word you. 
And if Adverſity do overtake, it may ne- 
. ver overcome you. Finally, That the 
-leaſt of Chriſt's Miniſters that have ob- 
tained Mercy to be Faithful, may be 
, madeno unprofitable Seryant to your 
holy Joy of Faith. Even 


Your true Honourer, and very 
thankful Servant mn Chriſt 


 Feſus, 
Daniel Burgeſs. - 


From my Study in - ds. 
| ' Bridges /ſrreet in | 
Covent-Garden, 
_ Aug. 28. 1690, 
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1r.- Baxter's Letter to the. 


Author' concerning this 
Diſcourſe. 


S I R; x | | h \*. 
Hough you ſent me your M. S. as * F 
if it were to know my thoughts 
F tt, I am ready to conjetture that 
pu did it in Charity, to be a help to a 
mguiſhing dying Man : And 1 maſt 
zy that I have long found a great deal 
benefit ,” by the Exerciſe of the _-- 
Paty .mhich you preſs : But you have 
one it ſo very well for matter and 
anner, as © hope will much add to 
e olenfag aſcent of my Aﬀettions. 
, I have bong ſuppoſed that God ( tho 
'S Woery where equally in his Efſence | 
| Wet not equally working every where, 
nd on all things ) Toth firft operate 
nally on the higheſt Creatures, that 


« 
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"*Mr. Baxter's Letter. 

_. are likeft him in excellency, and by 
them on the lower, and ſo to the low- 
eſt : And that, accordingly, to the aſcent 

of the oo there muſt be ſome .advan 
tage given by thoſe next them. Though 
we are naequamted with the cauſalit 

of moſt of the ſuperior mediate Cauſes 
except thoſe whoſe knowledge gs ne 
ceſſary to our Duty. As we know tha 
there is one Meatator between God 

[18 and Man, whoſe Office and Hotto 
Wl © 220 Creature muſt invade; ſo we kuon 
- that he uſeth variety of infertor means 
Angels and Men, Apoſtles, Embaſſa 
doys, Rulers, Ordinances, and man 
below theſe. 
And they that will have nothing but 
God immeatately, will have none of 
God :. To ſet God aganiiſt ſecond Lye 
natural or gracious, ts to ſet him 4 
gainſt his own Work, his Wiſdom ans 
his Will, and that is to ſet him agaim 
WM -- bis own G lory and Himfelf ; I neve 
believed that he that praiſeth an ex 
= cellent Fabrick, doth thereby diſhonow 
the . 4nd he that ſaid, f 
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my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you, 
and he that heareth you heareth.me, 
did not thereby ſet up ſo many Anti» 
chriſts, nor diſbonour himſelf. 

Far be it from us to aſcribe any of 
Gods Prerogative to any Creature, Jul- 
tin Martyr ſazth, He would not 
have believed Chriſt himſex, if he 
had Preached any but the true and 
only perfe& God. But nfinzteneſs 
even of Perfettion overwhelmeth us if 
our Thoughts approach” him not by 4 
Meazator, of whom as. in our nature we 
have -more familiar thoughts : And 
certatnly Chriſt would not have us 
pretend to glorifie him as ſeparated 
from his. Church : The Ghory of the 
New Jeruſalem was ſhewed- John 
We £ts particulars, for the exerciſe of bis 

Fauth, and the raiſing of his Defire, 
Hope and Joy. Chriſt # not there 


»/ifl ſolztary, nor would ſo be thought of, 


To fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, . 
and. Jacob, is part of the promiſed. +. 
Fehicgy.. "ap $4 \.-1 
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(© "Mr. Baxter Letter. | 
MN: are likeft him in excellency, and by 
ik  . them on the lower, and ſo to the low- 
Jil eſt : And that, accordingly, to the aſcent 

of the —_ there muſt be ſome .advan 
tage given by thoſe next them. Though 
we are unaequarnted with the cauſalit 
of moſt of the ſuperior mediate Cauſes 
except thoſe whoſe knowledge 4s ne 
ceſſary to our Duty. As we know that 
there is one Meatator between Go 
and Man, whoſe Office and Hoo 
- uo Creature muſt invade; ſo we kuon 
- that he uſeth variety of inferzor means 
| Angels and Men, Apofiles, Embaſſa 
' doxs, Rulers, Ordinances, and man 
"+ ll below theſe. 

11% And they that will have nothing b 
God immediately, will have none « 
Gad :. To ſet God agatiiſt ſecond Cauſe 
natural or gracious, ts to ſet him 4 
gainſt his own Work, his. Wiſdom an 
his Will, and that i to ſet him again 
his own” Glory and Himfelf ; I neue 
believed that he that praiſeth an ext 
cellent Fabrick, doth thereby. diſhonoul 
the Builder : And he that ſaid, * 
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my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you, 
and he that heareth you heareth.me, 
did not thereby ſet up ſo many Anti= 
chriſts, nor diſhonour himſelf. 

Far be it from us to aſcribe any of 
Gods Prerogative to-any Creature, Jul- 
tin Martyr ,/azth, He would not 
have believed Chriſt himſeK, if he 
had Preached any but the true and 
only perfect God. But 1nfiniteneſs 
even of Perfetton overwhelmeth us if 
our Thoughts approach him not by a 
Meazator, of whom as. in our nature we 
have -more familiar thoughts : And 
certatuly Chriſt would not have us 
bretend to glorifie him as ſeparated 

om his Church : The Glory of the 
New Jeruſalem was ſbewed- John mn 
is particulars, for the exerciſe of bis 
Ezith, and the raiſing of his Deſire, 
Hope and Joy. Chriſt # not there 
olitary, nor would ſo be thought of, 
$19 {it down with Abraham, Iſaac, . 
$ 41d Jacob, i part of the promiſed. +. 
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Some men think they diſbonour Hea- 
ven, and Saints, if they deſcribe not. 
their Perfeftion, too like to that of 
Gol himſelf ; and ſet not Man a- 
bove Man, yea above Angels , . yea 
Some Deifis Souls 'on Earth 1t ſelf, 
. fergning their Spirits as diſtintt from 
Soul and Body, to be Specifically Eſ- 
ſentiated, by the Eſſence of God him-.. 
ſelf, or as others of "the ſecond and. 
third Perſons in the Trinity, which 
they ſay are the Prime Emanant Lyfe 
and Matter, and this not only as the 
Efficient, but Conſtitutive Conſe A 
Heaven of mens own feiguing, will be 
#0 Heaven. 

Though you know who ( Mr. F.) 
corretteth me for thinking that there 
5 Repentance im Heaven, I am fo 
far from thinking othertviſe, that I 
dare not pray for to be \freed from re- 
penting there. A Heaven conſiſtent 
with an Everlaſting penitent ſenſe, 
that 1- ſinned, and thereby needed 4 
Saviour, Mercy and Forgroeneſs, \ex- 
citeng me to the joyful praiſes of him 

| that 


— 


bat Redeemed us, and waſhed us from 
ſons in his Blood, ſuch a Heaven -- 
ill ſatisfie my hopes. I beheve that 
Sim and Curſe ſhall be done away 
t I think ſuch a Repentance is net- 
ber $11 nor Curſe. 
As Ilive in almoſt continual thoughts 
Heaven, ſo the remembrance of 
altitudes of my old boly Acquaiutance, 
ſeldom left out of theſe thoughts. 
nd. there are few ſleeping nights im 
bich, I dream not of ſome or other of 
em. 
And, if it be a weakneſs, I will _ 
mfeſs it t6 you, that I have much ado 
think. bat ſome ſhame with confeſ- 
m will accompany me, when I firſt 
2et any there that I have been unkind 
,, or wronged; and that will know 
faults better than here they did, 
e- Wp:d that I ſhall 15k them forgiveneſs : 
u which I know being forgiven by - 
©, Wriſt they will ſoon grant. ) 1 ſup- 
4 Wpſe you have read or heard of my © © 
xX- Pear and Holy Friend Dr. Drake's — 
ter to Mr: Love before his Exect- | 


Hon. 


® Mr. Baxter's Letter: | 
tion. 1 go not ſo far but with": 
thanks for your excellent Books, I tel 
you, that waking and ſleeping, hiving 
and I hope dying, I cannot ſpare 1 
my Meditations of Heaven, the. ples 
ſant familiar thoughts of my Acquas 
tauce gong before, with all the lie 
Body of Chr}. | | 


With ſuch thought 
is paſſing, your une 
worthy Brother 4 


Ang. 21, 1690. | | l 
Rich, Baxter. 


Ir. 


Men and Brethren, 


HE Supreme Lord hath 
wonderfully difſtinguiſh'd 
men, 1n-the . condition of 

_- Loving, Butall are equal in 
e neceſlity of Dyzng. | 
David, a King, proclaimed him- 

a Worm. Andalas! we ſee and 
l it, The Prophets do not live for 
er. Tho', bleſſed be God, our great 
ophet dies no more ; but is with - 


$ Church to the end of the 
'orld. - The beſt of the Church 


ſt be taken out of the: World: 
acious Perſons muſt Die to be - 
ved z as' Graceleſs ones muſt Die 
be Damned. | 
The Churches Angels. be not 1m- 


JefÞprtal. Mr. HENRY | HURST was 


tz for God has taken him, You 
ow this good Man1s fallen. You 


know , 


SY 5 6 + 


| knowit you have,and you do ti 
" bewail it. So Samuel dzed, and 1 


the Iſraelites were gathered togeths 
and lamented him. 


Many of you have heard a vet 


ſeaſonable and uſeful - Serms 
preach'd at his Funeral in this pla 
And many. more would have hee: 
it, if the Place had been lar 
enough to receive them. All of yc 
if I miſtake not, are melted into 
good diſpoſition for another 
mon on the ſame Subject. And r 
Efteem for him, and Aﬀett:on | 
your felves, have inclin'd me to g| 
you this. 


FS RS Io Boe 


An Impulſe is faln on me, (i 


weak as I am) to undertake a thi 


very great herein. Even, to rasſe | 


Dead. To raiſe. again this hi 
Man, and very many more. 
raiſe them in a very good fe 
and unto very good ſervice. Be 
than it would be, if I could fet 
back their Souls from Abrah: 
boſom, and their Bodies from t 
Eart 


FC BR” 
th Earth's bowels. Plainly Sirs, I af- 
"Fl ay in this Sermon, to raiſe of our 
Y bleſſed Brother, and of other glorified © . 
Brethren, tho' not the Lovely PER- -\ 
"SONS, yet the holy FAITH, the hea- 
venly CONVERSATION, and the 
victorious END, Egreſs, or Going 
prth thereof into Glory. And all _, 
aStheſe, for your Inſtra#ion and En- 
—_— unto Faith and Holi- 
I have found a Text, apt, (like 
Whe Archangel's Trumpet,) thus to 
Waiſe the Dead, and' change the 
wick, To raiſe Dead Saints, and 
nake more Lively the Living ones. 
, ( A Text, which if I. handle not 
thiknd you hear not amiſs, will do it. 
ſe For it is the King of Heaven's 
| handate given .for the raiſing 
fthem. And I will be bold to 
ay, If the mighty work be not done, 
ts becauſe of our unbeljef. 


{e 
Be 
| fet 
ah 
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Remember them which have the ral; 
over you, who have ſpoken unto yo 
the Word of God : whoſe faith fol 
low, conſidering the end of theiy. cc 
verſation ; Or rather thus, 


Remember yow Guides who ha 
ſpoken unto you the Word of God 
whoſe Faith follow , conſidering th 
End ( Eſcape, or Ijue.) of ther Co 
verſation. 

I am of_ his mind , who hatl$z: 
ſaid ; This Epiſtle to the Hebrews ifl , 
as Deng to the Church as Th}7£ 
Sun is unto the World. But I. wile 
confine my preſent diſcourſe to thiff * 


| 
firieture of it, which is my Textffſell 
The facred Writer. is here preſſinÞÞf 1 
unto Perſzverance 1n the Faith, Wor | 
. ſhi ao 


£6 
hip, and Obedience of the Goſpel. 
For promoting the ſame, . he pre- 
f F:cribes a duty, of which our Pulprts 
FM have been too filent, and your Pews 
1:00 ignorant, if I rightly judge. The 
uty of recalling to mind Departed 

nifters ; adding ſpiritual, mental 
ulGonverſe with Dead ones, unto At- 
endance upon Living ones. Making 
iſe of Comprehenſors, as 'well as of 
7iators ; of Teachers glorified,as well 
s of Teachers but zmperfettly ſan- 
Hfied. 

And of theſe, four things are re- - 
uired, | 
I. Remembrance of their Perſons. 
2. Imitation of their Faith. | 
3» Conſideration. of. thezr Conver--- 

7t10n. | | 
il 4. Confederation of the End and: 
1&orious Iſſue of that. their Gonver- - 
W1lkt:0N. >” 
thifl Theſe are required, for the ex- 
extgellent and important End aforeſaid. 
finÞÞf-theſe, the Connexzon is too plain- 
Wop be inſiſted on. For, the Tn” v5 


ſoiſp B. 


(6) | 
of the Faith of any, doth evidently 
enough require the honourable Mes 
mory of their Perſons. We have 
no Power to follow forgotten ſteps 
Nor Will, to tread inany, but thoſe 
of reverenced- Feet. And this lat 
ter, as evidently requires the for 
mer. For Reaſon admits us-not te 
Honour, or give our ſelves trouble 
to Remember ſuch, after whom we 
think not fit to walk. That wer 
to be abſurdly prodigal of our Mind 
and Memories. Nor needs it bt 


ſaid, either how neceſlary it is tha 
we conſider firſt what mens Conve 
* ſation is, before we conlider what it 
bleſſed Endis. Or how requiſite 1 
is unto our Imitation of the Faith ot* 
Believers, that we have the mot1i 
conſiderations, of the gems Co 


werſation in which it did begin, an 

of the glorious Vittory, in which 

did end. For how uſeleſs to yo 

ſelf were your moſt perfe& Kno 

ledge of Heaven's Glory, if you coulf 

have It without a competent unde * 
ago ar aww "flandl 


=" "LT 
tanding of the Work, whoſe Reward 
tis? And, who would take care to 
ok. much upon the Penny, before 
ie had took good cogniſance of the 
abour in the Vineyard, whereof it 1s 
he wages? We muſt know the 
ace, before we can or ſhall liſt 


nuch to heed the Garland. And __. 


ruly, till we ſee the difficulties of 
he Race, to be run thorough by 
tthers ; and the glories of the Gar- 
2nd put upon their heads z we haye 
Wut little heart to Engage in the 

ne, or Expett the other- for our 
elves. Well it were, it by ſight of 
doth we were duly animated. 

The ſubſtance of the Text I ſhall 
abour to preſent in three orderly 
Politions 3 ſcrl. 

P. 1. Godly Miniſters, when Dead, 
1g ht not to be Buried tn Oblivion. 

P. 2. Their holy Faith and Conver= 
ation, ought to be conſidered and. fol- 
Wowesd. | 
P. x. Conſideration of their Conqueſt 
$4 Eſcape ont of all their Difficulties 

=_ here 


E083) 
here below, 1s a very neceſſary motive 
to our imitation of their holy - Faith 
and Life. 
I begin with the firſt. 

P. 1.. Godly Miniſters, when Dead, 
muſt not be Buried in Oblivion. 

My Text expreſly. commands the 
contrary. Remembrance of them, 
' Natural and Moral, is here required, 
Aatarally,we remember thoſe whom 
weoften call to mind, think of, and 
ſpeak with our ſelves concerning 
them.. For, thinking is nothing but 
ſpeaking with our ſelves. Thoughts 
be the words of our hearts. Morally, 
we remember ſuch as we do con: 
gruouſly ſpeak of with our ſelves. 1 
mean agreeably to their worth; and 
ſnitably to the proper End of ou 
commemorating them. - This Mora 
remembrance, without the Natural 
is impoſſible ; and the Natural with- 
out this Moral, 1s at leaſt van anc 
zdle.. Remember your Guides, 1S1 
effect. thus much ; ©* Multiply ho 
*nourable and affetionate thoughts 

« concerning 


ho 
hts 
ing 


«concerning them. Thoughts pro- 
« per and apt to-praiſe the Gifts and 
« Graces of God in them, .and. ro 
* promote the ſame in your ſelves. 


Our Engliſh Tranſlation renders 


nyvpevwy as a Partict- The Syriac. Are 


pleofthe preſent tenſe : bic, Vlg. Lat. & 
But I rather concelve Ke rms Cabvis 
it a Noun Subſtantive (of our own 
1n this place z becauſe Writers) Door 


he Apoſtle ſpeaks of 27*nandBilhop 
ſuch + "bp 5 Ru- WW 
rs; not. ſuch as contznued to be 
0. He ſeems to intend the Apoſtles, 
vangeliſts, and all ordinary Paſtors 
ho had led and ruled them by 
od's holy word ;- and were now 
t reſt from their Laboars, and en- 
dying their Reward, Theſe, he 
ommandeth to be remembred ; but 
ot. with any Heatheniſh or Popiſb 
elebrations. Theſe, without the 
aſt particular deference: unto St. 
eter 3 orany ambitious pretending 
ucceſſors of his. Theſe, with a ve: 
7 apparent exclufion of all the 


Tribes, 
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Tribes, that take on them to Rule 
without ſpeaking the Word of the 
Lord. All, that Preach not, 01 
Preach another Goſpel. 

But, be it here obſerved ; it i: 
not only or principally, as Miniflers 
but as Members of Jeſus Chriſt, thar 
weare charged to remember theſ 
departed ones aforeſaid. Their Ms 
nifiry of the Word, is indeed conſi- 
dered as an Engagement unto thi 
required Remembrance. Bur it 1 
their Faith, their * holy Converſation l.. 
and the glorious End of both, tha: 
are propoſed as ſpecially obligatiy 
thereunto. Infomuch as my Tex ll 
may well admit a comprehenſio: 
of all Chriſtians, that have fought th 
good fight, kept the Faith, finiſhef 
their Courſe, and received their Crow 
I mean, of ſuch, as, tho' they we 
never called to the diſtin&t Office « | 
the Miniſtry, yet 1n all manner of ho 
Converſation, have minxſtred un, 
our Faith an ng.JoY 3 z as all ſerio h A 


_ Chrfſtians do. And, Q, 
who! os 


Vit. 
I « 


he! 


| 


EO 
whom after their Diflolution, we 
may aſſert the things foreſaid, in 
Hope and Charity ; (It being not for 
mortal Worms, to conclude peremp- 
torily, who do enter the heavenly 
Manſions.) I ſhall therefore confirm 
the Doftrine propoſed, as ſo far ex- 
* Wtended. And advance Confrderations 
" Wwhich do very convincingly prove 
' Wthus much ; ſczl. That godly Mz- 
niſters and Chriftians, when they are 
Dead, ought ſo to be remembred as 
we have foreſatd. 

C.' 1. Tour reaſonable Nature binds 
ou to remember your godly Myniſters 
> Bend Friends deceaſed. It binds you 
10'Fo converſe moſt in your thoughts 
ith the moſt noble Obje&s. But of 
Il Creatures, excepting the bleſſed 
\ngels, theſe are the moſt excellent. 
-'F hey are fo in themſelves, and ſo in 
*e "Wir Op417on; or rather your Faith. 
f boVhen they were in the Body, you 
UWhought then FHeces'of Heaven, of 
T10'Shom the World was not worthy. You 
4 Þll:d them the excellent of the BO 

__ > a 


NC 


-(12) 
and all your. delight. was in them 
How readily did you break from 
other Company, put off any diſpen 
ſable Bufrneſs, and undertake Jour 
#eys, otherwiſe tedious, to fſolack 
your hearts with their Converſe 
And are they now grown worſe fo 
their very Perfe&on ? Are they lef 
Lovely for their being in- Glory ? B 
they therefore faln in your eſteem 
© becauſe they are advanced-unto Heal 
ven ? The nearer they be unto theiſÞ 
Lord and yours, the farther mul: 
they be from all kind thoughts off 
yours ? What hinders, that you canſÞr: 
- not more dehghtfully viſit them ( 
now when all that is delightful fill, 
them? That you cannot follow then: 
to no worſe a Countrey, than - yoſſhi 
profeſs your ſelves ſeeking ; and 
more. remote, than that you hay 
your Conyerſation in, 1f you ai 
- . true Iſraelites. _, 4 
It is full as eaſfie to think of 
friend at the Indies, as at next doife 
Ahd of your friends that be inf 
01 


"I 
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n Wouſe made without hands, as thoſe 
What be mn any houſe of your own here 
nſclow. Wherefore, your own 
inds, if you inhumanely reſiſt not 
eir Light and Law, will be a- 
ending unto theſe Stars ;n Glory. 
nd- that as naturally as the ſparks 
W ward. Oras Men, (impatient 
2@ herding with Creatures that live 
t an Animal Senſitive life, ) do 
2a&(ort for their pleaſure unto the 
iÞ{ſetfors of their own more noble 
nuYature. And moſt -Induſtriouſly 
s offito ſuch of them, as are of moſt 

canſdnſpicuous Goodneſs. 
nem C. 2. Tour gracious Love of God 
| fillþpds you to Remember your godly M5-. 
thenſers and Friends deceaſed, Love, 
yoſmhuch is all Relzgzon, is of all things 
nd & moſt Imper:ous. And, of all 
hawyngs to be named, doth moſt com- 
u ampnd thoſe Legions of ours which are 
deft to be Governed, our thoughts, 
of EEndures not wilful Ignorance, or 
&t doYeetfulneſs of it's Object, It hath 
> in tn named very juſtly, the match- 
boi C leſs 
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leſs Art of Memory. Abi Amor, i| 
'Oculus. If the Love of God prevai 
in your Hearts, it will carry yo 
Minds, and keep them where he iz 
It will turn the ſtream of your cog 
tations, and hold them towar 
Heaven. The Heaven, in whi 
He is not without his Children wit 
Him. Without the Souls of the j 

- made perfett ; who behold his ms 
Righteouſneſs, and are ſatisfied wit 
his Likeneſs. Every oneexulting 
that triumph about Him, My God 
mine and I am His, And 1s 1t poſi, 
ble, think you, to Love ths Fathe 
andnot Love theſe Children of His 
to Converſe with Him, «nd to foi 
get them ! with a negle&ful Oblf 
on of them, to hold an acceptab 
Communton with him ! 


The beloved Diſciple tells us u 
mitedly, concerning all his Fami 
on Earth as well as Heaven; Ev: 
one that loveth him that begat, loudſhj, 
him alſo that is begotten of © Haſhq 
1 John 5. 1. But what Children of Ih; 
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'S-2n we Love,if we Slight the very beft 
Valle hath ! And do#hen regard them 
oug-2{, when we conclude them to 
© Wave moſt of his Image, Likeneſs, 

OS Wnd Complacence. 
ary C. 3. Your continued Relation unto 
1B dly Miniſters and Friends deceaſed, 
V1 24s you to the Remembrance of them. 
* ['YF Sirs, you have been often charg'd. 
ce Sot to look upon your ſelves too; 
WS trattedly ; but to 'confider your 
5 'Þlves as Members of a Communzty. 
001 the World, is, naturally, _but 
POe Man and Woman's Children. The 
thFhurch above and below, is but oe 
HiS:zz1y. Belides, as you cannot be 
o foÞnorant ; the great 'Lord of this 
amily hath pleaſed, yet nearer to 
rtab@yn you, and thoſe Sſpeak of. To 
t you in particular endearing Re 
S UNS70n5 unto them. Your Mznifters, 
amugw in glory, were, ſome of them, 
EvShur Fathers, and begat you in 
lovFhriſt. Others were your Nurſes, 
' Hd fed. and nouriſhed you in his 
2 of With, after your New Birth. Your 
By C 3 godly 


woth Death ſeparate from God ani 


- are they ſtil] related to God an 
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godly Friends, were (full often) the 
Miniſters of God for good unto you, inll 
things Temporal and Spiritual. Bre-W 
thren, you were all ; Companions, 
and mutual Benefattors ; ſerving one 
another mm love. Now fain I would 
know, what youthink ! Doth ſuch 
Relation ſignihie little or nothing ? Or, 
if it doth, was the Relation, and 
K's Obligations too, diſſolved - at 
their:-Death ? In the language. 0 
Pra&tice, too many do ſo ſpeak; 
but you cannot ſo think. What! 


Chriſt ? Away with that frightfu 
thought! Dead Saints be God” 
Friends. He calls Abraham his Friend 

many hundred years after his de 
ceaſe. Dead Sits be Chrift's Friend 
alſo. Hefaith concerning dead 
zarus, Our Friend. ſleepeth. No 


Chriſt, and yet cut off from you! 
Dreadful imagination ! But if, as i 
is moſt certain, the Relation is ms 
mortal ; t#hd ſtands in full force, whe be 

| then 


087"; 
then? It follows evidently, that; as 
fins againſt Relations be the moſt 

© aggravated; forgetfulneſs of glors- 
fied Friends is a {in againſt everlaſt- 
ing Relations. And the guilty do 
in a very ill ſenſe, Forget their own 
people, and their Father s houſe. 

C. 4. Your Gratitude binds you to 
remember godly Myniſters and Friends 
deceaſed. The Apoſite, and all the 
Churches of the Gentzles,owed thanks 

unto Aqulz and Priſcilla. And owe 
you not any unto: theſe, that have 
been your Helpers in Chriſt Feſus 2, 
If you do, Contemptuous forgetfulneſs 
0d $5 4 Jorry payment. 

Let it not offend, but exczte -to 
farther enquiry, ſuch as may doubt 
the truth of that which follows. _ 

I'cannot but think, that our god- 
ly Friends in Heaven do much more - 
Love and, Remember us now, than 

JS when they dwelt in this cold and 

dark World. Their Love of God 

1's now incomparably greater than 

hal fore. And why not the Love of 
C 3 = 2 
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all his Children,proportionably great- 
er? Their Memories now are per: 
fected. And how then ſhould the 
forget the Brethren they but lately 
knew, and delighted in? Their Soul 

by entring Heaven, receive an am 
plitude that we can little expre 

And they can there reniember us 
without diverting their minds fro, 
God. Yea, and be 1t heeded well; 
their Enjoyment of God above, 
ours here below, doth not onl 
Admit , but Require , aftectionate 
thoughts of his Children. - Ou 
Prayers here are amiſs, if in the 

we forget our Brethren above, ( as 
ſhall be afterwards ſhewn !) An 
their prazſes above would be amils it 
in them they forgat us, their Bye 
threy below. The reaſon 1s obv1ous 
the Kyg of Glory will be honoure 
and loved, by the honour and love 
. of his Servants, for his ſake. Ant 
gives law unto thoſe in Heaven and 
Earth too, that they love each othe 
4s themſelves. Thoſe in Heaven, dc 
= | | - full 
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*Mfully obſerve it. The greater is our 
5 and ſhame, that we are fo little 
won by their admirable kindneſs : 
ror, ; 
Upon the ſuppoſitionof this their 
kindneſs and mindfulneſs of us, this 
will be granted by all;* To be un- 
thankful is to be ungodly. And they 
are the moſt. ungrateful - Creatures 
Won the Earth, who live forgetful of 
SA their Friends in Heaven. Being that 
ingratitude unto the greateft Lovers 
FJ of us, is the worſt that 1s poſſible to 
be in us. * 
C. 5. Your Charatter binds youto 
wremember your Godly Minifters and 
a Friends deceaſed. You are Believers, 
Jare ye not?. If fo, the Spirit, that 
A can neither be deceived nor deceive, 
deſcribes you as perſons Come up un- 
to the Spirits of jaſt men made perfett. 
I Heb. 12.22, 23. Believers, while 
they are in the State Mz/tant, are-: 
took into the Society 'of their Bre- 
thren in the State Tr:umphant. They 
are come unto the City of the living | 
C 4 God, dl 
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God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem. They 
are made free Denszons and ſpiritual 
poſſeſlors of it 3; their Converſatio 
IS 1n it. They arecome to the / 
aumerable Company of Angels, in that 
City. Not to this or that partic 
lar Tutelar Angel, but to the whol: 
Company. Not come to them, watt 
their Prayers, as is the way of Ro 
miſh Tdolaters, who wildly wor 
ſhip the Servants, to the reproach 0 
the Lord. And againſt the Servant 
own holy Will. Worſhip me not, faith 
the Angel to St. John; I am thy fellon 
Servant and of thy Brethren. They 
are come to the Angels Society z wh 
are gathered into that one Body 
Whereof Chriſt 1s the head. The 
are become Fellow Members wit 
them, and have a Communzox in ſer 
vice with them. Angels rejoy ce 1 
their good, and miniſter toit ; anc 
they rejoyce in - Angels Bleſledneſs 
and Glory. *Nor 1s this at all Incre# 
dible, or Wonderful, if it be cont 
dered that they are come unto the 


very 
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very Lord of the foreſaid City. X#n- 
to God the judge of all, Come into 


{ aſtate of E:L;al favour with Him. 


Have Acceſs unto him, and the 
hrone of his Grace, with ſweeteſt 
iberty and boldneſs. By means where- 


1oleÞof, they come alſo to the Spirits of 


heir Brethren made perfet#. Being 
idmitted thus to their Father, they 
Ire admitted unto all their ſo dzgnz- 
ed Brethren about his Throne: 
They are come to the Spirits of the juſt 
ith4de _ The Dream of Spirits 
of juſt men departed, and not made 

erfef# ; but ſent to Purgatory to be 
eftined 5 was never in the Apoſile's 
ead.” He knew none but po 

And unto the Society of all fuch, 
e declareth Believers acceſs. Un- 
0 them, Believers, all, come. Not, 
$ to Objects of their Worſhip and 
nvocation, or Meatators of Interceſſ?- 
Fr. That were wretched Blaſphe- 
y towards God, and Injury unto 
(Mem. They come to them tn. way 
f Friendſhip and Communion with 
them: 
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them: With them, who in thei 
ſeparate ſtate from their own Bodie: 
do hold Communion with God, and 
Chriſt, and all hw Myſtical Bod 
With Chrifts Members oz Earth, 
truly as thoſe above 7 Heaver: witt 
them. Loving, -and loved of. a 
A learned Man's words upon thi 
Text, are memorable. We are ſai 
here to come unto the Spirits of ju 
men made perfett, in thoſe atlings ( 
our minds wherein Evangelical Co 
munton doth conſiſt. And this 1 2quirt 
that there be Like 1ttings in the 
without which there caiu be no fu 
Communion! 

1 his deing "Ree" what m 
we conclude of Souls eſtranged fro! 
their godly Friends departed? Wh 
very rarely afford unto perfetted 5p 
rits, one ſerious and ſteddy look « 
their«thoughts. Who are far fro 
taking 1t for their Duty, and malſ© 
ing it their praice, to have thet 
in their minds. And in the affef 
onate Memory, due unto ſuch a $ : 

cie 
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heief$ety. The leaſt we can fay 1s this : 
lie;Much Chriſtians do foully blot their 
andM-11es, and fall ſhort of therr Cha- 
oper, 2nd live not up to their Fiſlate 
yr d Dzgnity. 
vie C. 6. Tour Ex:th binds you t0- re- 
" allMember your godly Myniſfters . and 
thil7e1ds deceaſed, I had almoſt faid, 
ſail} neceſſitates you. But of that, 
" ju<g< ye your felves, when you have 
57 (@nlidered - what follows. EFazth , 
Cnou muſt needs know, # the evi- 
uirence of Perſons, as well as of Things, 
hen! /cen ; not feen by Eyes of Clay. 
ſud were a ſorry buſrneſs, if it werenot 

), For it is only for the ſake of 
mul 2/05, that we do or ought to va- 
frofÞe any ſort of Things, But it is out 
Wh queſtion ; the Eye of Faith ſees 
1Srffiim that is Inviſible, Heb. r 1. 27. 
ok Fe Life of Faith, is Fellowſhip 
frond Communion with the Dive 
maler/ons, i John -1. 3: Say then, I 
theeleech you ; Can Faith fee the Fa- 

»&&*r of Spirits, and hold Communi- 
2 $82 with the Father and Son ; and 
cite not 
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not with them that ftand contin 
ally before his Face, and neare 
his Throne ? The ſame Eyes of Flel 
that ſee the Kzng, ſee his Attendan 
that furround him. Why ſhoul 
not the ſame Eyes of Faith ſee ti 
Spiritual King, and his Attendant 
King's Children at greateſt diſtane 
uſe to have conliderable Acquailt 
tance and Friendſhip with the nes 
eft in their Father's Court. Wh 
ſhould hinder yours with your g 
rified Brethren, if indeed you hai 
it with.their Father #2 Heaven. 

Let me tell you, Sirs 3 the Ge 
of Heaven, is a Lord of moſt num 
rous Hoſts. The Father of Sperit 
1s not to be conceived of, as Chi 
leſs. Nor the King of Glory, as (i 
ting on a Throne ſolitary. Or dwe 
ling in a thin Court, There is n 
ſuch God in Heaven, as is witho 
his thouſands, and ten thouſand tim 
ten thouſand Spirits miniſtring unt 
Him. And, all, as ſpettable, as 
{ible unto Faith, as He himſelf. 
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1 near unto him, that one would 

Wink it impoſſible* to ſee Him, and 
ot ſee Them. All fo like to Him, 

Wd fo beloved by Him, that con- 
mpt of them 1s nv ſmall contempt 
' Himſelf. 

The plain Inference then, 1s this. 
'Whe Eath of living Saints faileth, 
Wetore their Memory of the dead ones 
Woth fo. And the reaſon why we 
Wo not more by Faith live with them, 

becauſe we do not by Faith live 

Wore «pon God, For a right Re- 
embrance of Him, 1s inconſiſtent 
ith the Forgetfulneſs of them, fo 

Scar unto Him ! 

'* C. 7. Tour Intereſt binds you to 
temember your godly Miniſters and 
tends Aceaſel The intereſt of 

Four Grace, and the intereſt of your 

Feace and Comfort doth bind you. 

N08 The Intereſt of your Grace, Need 
Fou be told the Efficacy of Company? 
ou have your glorified friends # 

our company, as Oft as you have 
hem in thoughtful memory, hy o 
hs. 
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ſuch their company, great is the 


double force : To wit, the Natur, 


| 


and- the Inſtitutrve, - For, natural 
we follow - admired Example 


There's not one mind of a thc 


ſand, but receiveth impreſſions fron 


ther ; juſt as Wax receiveth thi 


figure of an applied Seal. Beſide 


God hath ordained a Gommuntcati0 
of Qualities, from choſen Aſſoctate! 
He tht walks with the wiſe, ſhall | 


wiſe. God hath promiſed 1llaplaf 


of their Wiſdom, into them tha 


chuſe and hold their Communion. | 


cannot be therefore, but we mu 
derive into us their heavenly D!1 


poſitions, 1f in our thoughts wt 


converſe much with our heaven! 


Friends. We muſt derive of thel 


Love of God , Contempt of &h 
World, &c. 


" The Intereſt of your Peace an(Þ* 


Comfort, doth no leſs oblige yo 
That which ſerves your Grace,dott 
in ſo doing ſerve your Peace: B 


| 
| 


not alike, all. Nor ſcarcely any 


cry 
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Sting ſo immediately and ſen/ibly, as 
wn zep and pious thoughts of glort- 
rallcd Friends, Which will ſoon be 
plegſÞut of queſtion, if you uſe but a 
1oufittle confideration, If you think a 
ronfflittle, what a refreſhment it muſt 

Wc to be took now and then out of 
iden Hoſpital of fick and crying Souls 
ati a Bedlam of mad and ranting 
atefFnes, into an houſe wherein all are 
ll -erry and wiſe, Alas | what 1s this 
pſe Vorld, but a mad Bedlam > What 1s © 
thallle Church on Earth, but a very 
. 180/p:tal,wherein no one is perfectly 
nuſfured 2 What 1s Heaven, but the 
Diſolledge of all Souls without fin cv ſor- 
 wkew © To retire in our minds from 
enle Bedlam and Hoſpital, into this 
-heiffolfedge. To leave a while the ob- 
ax þF<5 9+ our Grief, and go and enter- 

: Win our thoughts with them who 
ave none but of Joy. No. words 
youſgan picture forth the ſweetneſs of 
dottihis: Which 1s then always, and 
Buhen only known, when tryed. I 
anjſean, ſolemuly; not in light and 
hing elaborate thoughts, | They 


Ce EY 
They are therefore their own Ene: 


mies, Who bury in forgetfulneſs 


their deceaſed godly Friends. The 
rob themſelves of not the lea 
means of Grace and Peace: Wrong 
their own Souls, and that in thei 
eateſt Concerns, Averting from | 
overaign a courſe, both to Refine 
and Revive them. 


"C. 8. Tour God's Commands binilf 


you to remember your godly Mynifteri 
and Friends deceaſed. In my Tex 
he commands, as you have heard 
Heb. 6. .12. 'He commands you tc 
be followers, #mitaters, of them ; anc 
conſequently (I hope) to remember 
them. For Copres forgotten can b 
no means be imitated or uſed for 
Examples, as is required, Jam. 5.10 


All the Texts that ſet forth the ſtat 4 


of departed 'Saints, have fs man 
commands going with them of 
your Remembrance contended for 
You cannot think, that God leaves 
you at liberty, whether you wi 


take and improve his Revelations 5 


0 


g 


* 
he 
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\r no. © Or, that any holy improve- 
ent can Toy, >" of of = 
<bWL nile left in Oblivion. Waving all 
Wthers, I will ſingly proppſe that 
ne Text more, which I conceive 

traordinary. 

Heb. 12. 1. Seeing we alſo are 
'- {Wmpſſed about with ſo great a cloud. 
a T7 itneſſes; let us lay aſide —_ 

eight, and the ſin which doth eaſily... 
a 'W/ct us, and let us run with patience. 

"Se Race that is ſet before us. Belie- 
Wers, are here compared to. men. 

uning a Race. They are exhorted .. 


, y ) the means of running it, ſo that - 
"Me ey may obtain the prize: To wit, _ 
by y layung afide weights, and ſins, and - 


zerciling Patience with Diligence... 
hey are encouraged fo to run alſo. . 
10 | . 

ak couraged by Witneſſes given. 
_ CE cloud, or great number of - 
y] 


| for 


" gem; and this number placed. 
for und them, encompaſſing of . them.. 
'  Yheſe Witneſſes, are the Saints gone 
aVÞfore us to Heaven. Their Teſti-, 
, Jjony is either of that which we, 
00s | 
: 0 D do, ” 


$4 is 
dv, or of that which we ought to 
do. As in the Races to which the 
Apoſile allndeth ; tho'e that did run 
uſed tohave many Friends lookeng 
on them ; and encouraging them ; by 
teſtifying, either that thus they haz 
done, or thus and thus they mzght 
and oxght to do. In like manner, 
all the Saints above, do. as 7t were 
ſtand looking on us. Not- in pro- 
per Speech, or zntuztiwely z we have 
no. ſuch. Dream. But upon Ser:p- 
ture-record, they do ſtill ſtand round 
about us. And are by their Exan: 
ples, for that purpoſe recorded ; en 
couraging us in our Chriſtian race 
Ready to teſtite, how we acquit 
our ſelves. Though dead, yet the 
in-a ſort ſee, ſpeak, and teſiifie. . B 
their r:chly rewarded Duties, the) 
teſtifie . to the wiſdom of our mo 
coſtly ones. . Thoſe for which we a 
thought to be beſide our ſelves; and 
are moſt inhumanly dealt with byto 
aur Adverſaries. They are. read 
alſa.to. teſtifie what may be done infor 
VIS WA every 
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ery caſe, by us. Principally this ; | 
hat Faith will carry ſound Bekevers 
hrough all their Duties and Dangers. 
'1pon many occafions we fall into 
conteſt with our ſelves, and diſpute, 
what is beſt. To go back, or to go 
y. And ina Wood, and loft, we 
re. Now theſe holy bleſſed Friends 
ff ours encompals us. . And their . 
erdift they do from the Holy Scrip- 
ure Hiſtory give us. Teſtifying ſtHll 
i gainft the frauds of all Temptatrons ; 
ndl gainfſt the folly of all our diftract- 
mt ng fears ; and unto the Duty, Safe- 
nl », and fure Fittory of. perfevering 
cel Earth. By conſequence it mult: he - 
uit the 'Will of God, that, mim all otir - . 
e8 Irya's, we ever. and anon. corfide! 
BY the Fes of theſe excellent Perſons . 
£8 thus upon us. . And their Tefsmony, .. 
vo 1s hath been ſaid ; that is ever npon 
are the fide of our Duty. . That we do - 
nd} ©. confider and lay this to Heart, as - 
byY'fo turn it unto our mtrve enconrage-: 
dy nent. And -a provoratzon - toy put 
in forth the -ntmoſt -of our .Spiritaal + 

D.'2.. ſirength:.. 
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| ſtrength. Whereby alone we can 
anſwer the gracious End of God, in 
vouchſating unto us this encompals 
ing C loud, and encouraging one. 

*In ſhort ; God's Preceptive Wil 
makes a perfeft Neceſſity. And this 
his Will is revealed, for the re 
membrance of Saints deceaſed ! Sy 
_ that his Fear cannot be duly befor 
your Eyes, when theſe Perſons art 
not duly kept in your minds. 

C. 9. Tour God's. promiſes do by 
you #0 remember your Godly Miniſter 
and Friends deceaſed. Know ye no 
that he hath promiſed an honourab 
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and lafiing Memory unto his righte 


ous Servants ! And that Memory t« 
be among your ſelves, the only perſons 
Qualifed to bear it. Now his pro 
miſes ſpeak that W:1ll of his, that 1; 
the Rale of yours. If you Conſent not 
to it, you Oppoſe your God. Il 
you but Conſent toit, with an Un 
operative and Ineffeftual Wul ; 


( Sola woluntas eft cadaver, Scalp. )i 
that is, as if you Conſented not. 11: 


you 


\ 
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you Conſent entirely, you remember 
thoſe we ſpeak of with ſweet me- 
mory. And by that Prattice ye 
fulfil the divine Promiſe. Add 
hereto God hath honoured this 
gracious Prattice, with conlidera- 
ble Promiſes unto ſuch as hold it. 
The very promiſe of dwelling in his 
foly Hzll, 18 made unto ſuch as ho- 
mour them that fear Him. And 'tis a 
onderful miſtake, if any think it 
ade to ſuch as honour them, but 
"Tr term of life. Such as honour 
hem here, as the Excellent of the 
arth ; but ceafe to honour them 
It all, when God honours them 
oft ; taking them to Heaven as 
dged to be too good for this World. 

f this. Promiſe then be a- cord of 
ove, -wherewith God draws us to 
Wne Honour and Love of. the Sarnts 
WW: Light ; as well as of the Houſehold 
Faith ; what muſt be inferred ! 
hey break it daringly, ( do they 
lot ! ) as many as Love and Honour 
ants, but unto their Deati;s, Ac- 
_ 4 counting 
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counting themſelves to have don; 
their laft Office indeed, whenthe; 
have followed their Corps unto th 
grave's fide. Giving the grave th- 
Victory over all their regards until 
them. 

C. 10. Laſtly, Thur own Praye 
and Promiſes bind you to remembt|if 
| your Godly Miniſters and Friends di 
ceaſed. A word ſhall fervein thi 
plain Argument. 

You pray that Gods will may 
done by you and by others on Earth, 
it s doge in Heaven, As there it | 
done, by all the Spirits about thi 
Celeſtial Throne. But how preWai 
phanely muſt you thus pray, with Wai 
out ſome very lively thoughts « 
thoſe Spirits, and* of. their Obed| 
ence ? Without whach it is asif yolſ 
prayed plainly, that his will may t 
done by you like you know not whon! 
and as to manner, you mind 1 
how. 

Your.. Prayers all, are-fall of vi 
tu9k. promiſes. Praying-that yo 

- 
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My, you do conſtructively promiſe. 
"What you will labour, to obey God. 
lili the Heavenly Hoſt do. Conſe- 
IMquently, that you will well conſider 
them, and their performances. Even. 
ith the accuracy and frequence of 
oſe, who fet themſelves to imitate 
preateft Exemplars. And 1s 1t atri- 
1al thing 1n your fight, to le unto- 
od! And that in your very prayers! 
dr do you not ſo, if you exerciſe not 
Wour minds in the foreſaid confidera- . 
y of your glorifyed Friends. 
' Other conſiderations might be. 
added ; but I will hope, what is. 
1d hath inforced your Belef'; and 
aſed in you full purpoſes, _ of Obe- 
ence, unto this Truth. Sends £IIg 
Granting. that®it hath ſo. done, . 
ome may ask, what will the Behef - 
d Obedzence of it make for Edif-* 
tion. . Urging, that this remem-+ 
rance of Godly Minifters . and-- 
riends deceaſed, is a ſubje& they 
ave rarely heard preached. And, 
Wotwithſtanding all the caution 


("POP OY 
wherein it is expreſled, it is one ve 
ry liable tobe acuſed unts Superſt: 
on, &c. | | 

E anſwer. If indeed it be a Trut' 
the leſs it hath been inſiſted on, th: 
more it ought now tobe infiſted or, 
And muſt not be kept from all Pec 
ple, for fear it ſhould be abuſed b! 
ſome. 1 have convinc'ngly prove 
it to bea Trath. And one, who! 
faith and regular Obedience contr. 
butes more than a little unto. th: 
love of God; unto the life of Fazth 
untoall Grace and Conſolation, whict 
I muſt believe, i; to Edife. Nevel 
theleſs, I acknowledge 1t's uſe unt 
- Edification, to be more manifeſte 
in the ſequel of this Diſcourſ/ 
Wherein are ſet forth thoſe hol 
things, whereunto the foreſaid Re 
membrance is an Antecedent, 'bot: 
moſt Conducive and Neceſſary. 
; Wherefore I w:ll but briefly ſug 
eſt a few Inferences from this fir! 

oftrine, and proceed unto, a { 
cond. : 
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I. 1. The beſt of this World, muſt 
ave it, In Death's War there's no 
)iſcharge. The Prophets and Apoſtles 
e dead. John the beloved Diſcti- 
le, is not left behind. : 

It was the advice of a Heathen x 
eckon your beſt friends as leaſt dura- 
e things. And itis the Sentence 

holy - Scripture, the Body is dead 
cauſe of Sin, Rom, 8. 10. 

l. 2. God honours them in their 
Jeaths, that honour b1m 1ntheir lives, 
ad that here, where they haveho- 


ured Him. For, as He commands 
eChurch above,honorably to receive 


em; He commands 


eCharch below, hono- PF. Coen. 


bly to remember 'em. Menoch, and Lud. 
We will have their ecetiew (in loc) 
— Wanes ſhine here, as Tex. _ 
Well as their Souls | 
ere. Abel, ſo long ago murdered, 
tothis day moſt honourably men- 
Wned, Heb, 11, 4. o mo)avwy 1 
Ng. Beg dead, he ts yet ſpo- 
2 of, with\renown immortal. . | 
E E- 3: ] 
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3. Every Believer 'hath a } 
ab Taller I'mean, he hath th 
whereby he canin his Thoughts 
cend the Heavens ; and Spiritnal 
view his glorified Miniſters 
Friends there. In his mind he c 
ſee where they ave, what they are, a 
twhat they are doing, (as we thall 
after ſhew. ) 

I. 4. Sorrowfor godly men deceaſ 
onght to be moderate. For weare 
retnember*them honourably, and i 
imitation .; not ſcandalouſly,' to ( 
diſtraction. True, we may, a 
ought to mourn. When -Lazanfo 
died ; Jeſus wept: But we may nl 
ſorrow unwixedly, and as with 
Hope. The Iſraelites mourned 
ſo much for Facob, as the Egypti 
did; The grief of Saints, 
know its bounds. 

I. 5. AlthoughGod beto-be rem 
bred by us nd hare; + he is not 40 

remembyed only, -For he commat 
-us to' remember his 'and - our: h 
Friends, that are in glory attend 


(39) | 
m. Remember your Ether ; but 
haſoreet not his Children, who.carry 
$ Moſt of his Image and Likeneſs -on 
1alMhem. Remember your Redeemer 
uWut forget not:thoſe his Redeemed, 
» co whom: his-Love and Power ſhme 
afWith greateſt Luftre, Remember 
Wour Sanftfier ; but forget not his 
noſt Sanctifted ones. | 
I conclude with a ſaying of one 
reW&cquainted with - God [above thou? 
nds: He never knew & heavenly 
mverſation, that pretending to kuow 
od alone, hath no converſe. with his 
ly ones that attend . Him ; and doth 
t live as a Member of therr | Soctety 
ha the City.of God ; that.doth not with 
me delight behold their Holineſs, 
"ty. aud Order. But, as it is time, 
proceed to my next Obſerva- 
on, 


D. 2. The. holy Faith and:Conver® 
ſation of godly Miniſters and 
Friends deceaſed,. muſt be conſs- 

ded and folawed.@ 
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* *So the Text, in terms moſt plaiff 
Follow their Faith ;- to wit conſider 
by you. And that Comma, con 
dering the end of their Converſatu 
imports evidently a. command to f 
low it. For the ſake of theſe, v 
the remembrance of their Perſons fo! 
required. Which , without tl 
uſe of their Fazth and Conterſati 
would be to little purpoſe. 
it conſidered therefore ſtrictly ; 
1: What this Fazth is. 

2, What this Converſation. Ayr 

3. Whatthe Reaſons for our cc 
{idering and following both. 
| 1, Faith 1s conſidered as ( 
jeftsvely taken, or Subjettrvely. i 
the firſt, it is the truth of the Gl 
pel by them held. Y;z. .1. TW 
Goſpel-Hiftory, cf the Primi 
Friendſhip between God and Mail 
of the Enmity raiſed by the firſt 
between them ; and of the Recon 
ation made by the Son of Ge 
2. The-Goſpel Offer and Invitati 
of Sinners unto Graceand Salvatil 


| 
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pla} a New Covenant; one of admirasr 
dereffle Promi/es and moſt equitable and 
conacious Demands. 3. The Goſpel. *. 
ati&wle and Dire&ory for the Worſhsp, 
0 filfnd the whole Walk of all embracing 
 wilidentring that Covenant.. This 
r fonW1ſtory they Credited ; this Offer 
- they Accepted; this. Covenant . they = 
atia&ntred ; © this Rate they Followed, 
Wuject:vely taken, their Faith 1s that 
y ; Wace of. God in'.them,.. whereby 
ey fo received the Goſpel. Now 
\nWM1is grace of Fazth,” iseither general, 
- cond {o. 'tis. their, . Aſſent and . Conſent 
nto all God's Revelation as perfect- 
oy true: Or ſpeczal; as it relates'un- 
d Chrift.Feſus, the ſuny of all God's 
tevelation; and ſo it 1s their accep- 
Wance - of. Him in all .his Offices; as 
it cacher, Saviour, Ruler. © The de- 
lanarted Saints we ſpeak of, had a 
} (88-271, which was unto them inſtead 
ond@t Poſſeſſion and Sight. One that 
3onade things ſaid by God, as credible 
ti$5 if they had feen them with their 
8-Yes... And.things promiſed by Ged, 
| oe. as. 
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2s comfortable as if they had 
them in their hands. 1 would 
underſtood of the Truth, only, 
of the degree of Credibility * 
Comfort. They had alſo a Faitlh 
their Hearts, which was unto th 
a Marriage Knot; whereby t 
joyned themſelves unto Chriſt Jell 
ineverlaſting Covenant. Refignt 
themſelves to him, to be Ta g 
Saved and Raled. Committ 
themſelyes to God's ſaving Me 
lodged in Chri/?s Hand : nd fi 
mitting themſelves to God's gove 
Authority lodged in the famif Þ 
T This Faith of theirs, in both acceſ 
tations, 1s that which we are to col 
ſider and follow, 1 
Converſation, is the way atlf* 
courſe of humane life. ' . Reſpectiw 
ly of all Duties; towards our Creh 
tor, Redeemer, and Santtifier ; to 
wards the Church, the World, - an 
our Selves. And this, as under 
Crroumſtances of our various Condi 
ons, in our Pilgrimage. -The 
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l was Holy and Exemplary. Through 
Faith in Chriſt workzng byLove, 


prin their Hearts , —_— 


thY World, and chaſing the Dev! 
hey ſincerely and pertains glo- 

4 fed God. They held Communi- 
ſel p nwith the Father, Son, and Sprrit, 
nin Faith, Hope and Love z in Wor- 
ni fp and Obedience. They loved the 
IGhurch as Chriſt's Body ; ſerved it 
and ſympathized with it, as mem- 


hers of it. The Hnregenerate World 


md. they pitied, and ſpent their days 1n 
& pains oy prayers for it's converſion. 
3% —_ Hearts, that is, Themſelves, 
of abey kept with all diligence z pre- 
F terring always the man above the 
"x 'Brute, the Soal above the Body, In 
4 word, their life was an' Exerciſe 
4 of Grace; a Warfare againſt Cor- 
& fuptions and Temptations.z - a put- 
# twp of their Talents to Uſury, and 
{-merchandizing ' to and for Heaven. 
4 All their days, were Hamil: ation-days 
ao. for their Sins, their Own and their 
"8 E 4 Relatzons; 


F nd: courſe of the Saints we ſpeak of, 


* 2 


Relations ; and Thanksgiving days faltev 
their- Mercies and Nope: Thaw 
walked after the Spirit, and not af 
the Fleſh. And this. their walk, #& 
that their Converſation, that wear 
called to eye and to imitate. _F 
We ſhall briefly enquire the Re. 
fons for this practice. To wit 
our conſzdering the Faith and Caf © 
verſation of-our glorified Brethra(f 
And of our ſetting our ſelves to tra 
ſcribe both. . Our own vanity; 1s api 11 
to charge the Divine W:ſdom fodF- 
1hly, for commanding it. And 
ask, "Unto what purpoſe 4s this our cl” 
and pains ? Being we have the paſj" 
fett rule of the Goſpel, and of owl 
S$2viour's own tranſcendent ExanF * 
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St. Auſtin's word is of greatf” 
weight. WHY God commands #þ - 
ny. thing, I need not trouble mjþ 
ſelf, He will look to that. Let me" 
ever took well to WHAT he comF - 
marids. Whether we ſee them 
no, there are infinite reaſous, fot 
everſ} 
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ys ftevery thing God requires. But yet 
Thawhen thoſe reaſons are obvious, their 

uſe is r/ch and various. Of the Pra- 
k, Þtice foreſaid, I ſhall therefore point 
/eaſout a few ſuch as are moſt clear and 

[ apparent. | 

-R. 1. This prattice unites the up- 
4 and lower Houſe of God, The 
Church above, and that below. It 
| holds together the Members of the 
Family 1m Heaven and upon Earth. 

aff It engageth us, to keep eyeing of | 
them. As Scholars of the lower 
Form, eye thoſe of the higher whom 
they muſt imitate. + It even neceſſi- 
| fateth the Houſhold of Faith, to hold 
eat converſation with them that 
woe by Sight. This is no light'rea- 
pa with ſuch as conſider how God 
af ſands for his Children's 4n/on and 
Hf Aſſociation. + Such as hath been fore- 
jF ſpoken of, and therefore ſhall have 

F 0 more here ſaid of it. 

np.” R. 2. This Prattice doubles . our 
_ help to the Life of Faith and Holineſs. 


rf The Inftrufttions and Precepts of the 
yl Goſpel, 


SR, 
Goſpel, are a bleſſed Help. But nay 
ali, that we need. Who feels-uf , 
not ? After that we have heard ow / 
Maſter's beſt and brighteſt DoEtrmesf + 
we need our Fellow Servants inſirs c 
elrve and motive Examples. Whidy 7; 
are indeed the moſt inſtructive Com 
ments to the underſtanding of them} \ 
and moſt motive Encouragements unf. 
to the obeying of them as Expert | 
ence certifieth., By what 1s her -: 
ſaid, no diſgrace 1s.caſt upon theff + 
Goſpel. "Tis meerly from our owt : 
dulneſs, that we need ſuperaddell ©? 
Examples. And the ſhame of thath 
want, reſts ſingly upon our owf - 
Head. While in the mean timgFh*; 
unto God belongs the glory of the 
additional Mercy. | 4 
Admirable Mercy ! For the Gokf | 
pel ſhews us but the Duty. But the}. 
Example of deceaſed Saints ſhew 
alſo the poſſibility, of living by Faith 
and in Holinefs;”. Becauſe, whatF 
has been done, may certainly beF. 
done again. We are emboldned to 
believe 
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3 believe we may ſo live, when we 
2 oF confider others to have lived ſo. 
= And let it not ſtartle you, if I fay 
"3 this: Jeſus Chrift's own Example 1s 
"4 (mm this one reſpeft.) a much leſs en- 
ucay agement, than one of his leaſt and 
"4 pooreſt Servants. For it doth not 
-"" nearly and zmmedately ſo teach the 
T peu of the foreſaid Life, as 
"4 his Servant's example doth. A 
Soul under Temptation exclaims, 
"that, be it ever fo neceſſary, tis al- 

| fogether as impoſſible, to live by 
*7 Faith in this World; and hold a 
24 rightly ordered Converſation inſach 
"7 a Catholick Sodom. Go you and 
"x tell him, that the Son of God did 
T toe by Faith, and fulfil all righteouſ® 
neſs even in this World. He ſhall 

4 Tteply upon you, that it is a wild 

+ inference, thathe may, becauſe the 
"$- Yon of God did ſo do. ' He ſhall tell 
"F you, Chriſt had none of hs /ins in 
F him; and he has little or none of 

"3 Chriſt's firength in his dejeed Soul: 
Chriſt had all created and uncreated 
= holineſs, 


holineſs, and might well overcom 


ted as himſeif; and many a time as 


| elf; and counſelling it. in Davids | 
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World and Dewi ; but' it were 1 
wonder if they ſhould be overcom 
by him, a weak and finful Duſt, 
He ſhall as& you, what Logick « 
yours. it is, that thus argues? * 
Angel flew an hundred thouſand 
n2mies 3 therefore a Worm may {lay 
as many. But, on the other hand 
tell you this brazſed Reed, that yon: 
der in Heaven be multitudes, and ma: 
ny of his own Acqnaintance, that were 
Worms as weak as himielf z as temp: 


dejetted .as himſelf ; who did, nef 
verthelels, k-ep the holy Faith, and 


oh their holy Gourſe, and win they * 


rown of Righteouſneſs. What then? 


Why then you do bind his contra: 


diftion hand and foot; and it. 1s.0dds}- 
but you caſt out. his deſparring Spi-J 
rit. To be ſure you ſilence him; 

and very probably, Fou make him} 
by and by to.ſpeak Evangehcally. F 
And to fall to chiding of. his legs 
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omg'Rhetorick. Why caſt down O -my 
'© if Soal, why diſquieted in me 9 Truſt mn 
ome God. For l, even 1, may yet Praiſe 
lth bins who #5 the health of my countenance 
« off and my God. - 

uf ' And now Iask. Should ſuch a 
| El Tower of David, fuch an Armory as 
lay this 3 whereon there hang a. thouſand 
dif bicklers and ſhields, for tempted de- 
oy fpondent Souls z ſhould ſuch a 
net practice ſuffer diſuſe? It would be 
cr} unſpeakable loſs to the whole gene- 
"py ration of the righteous. , But, bleſ- 
"Sf fed be. his excellent name ; He that 
04 delights of bruiſed Reeds, to make 
nes poleſhed Pillars, in his Temple z and 
24 "of ſmoaking flax to make burning and 
ſbining lights ; He ismore wiſe and 
'F kd than to admit it. Glbry be to 
| bm in the higheſt. 
'S R. 3. This pratlice doubles the. 
iÞ glory of God, from the Faith and Con- 
'F -verſation of Saints deceaſed. If I may 
| mY _ God had from themſelves 
| , Or tribute of glory. And 
: woul | have had it, tho' no eye his 

. S 
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his own, had ſeen their Faith ar 


Converſation. Tho'no mortal mat hi 
had obſerved and followed themiffye 
' But now, now that Faith and Cont 


verſation are not buried' in Oh 
livion; but are lifted up, and dran 
men after them ; behold a ſecondcray, 


another tribute ſprings up! So fruit | 


ful do living Chriſtian's Meditatiog 
and Imitation make them, that itÞ 
may be ſaid of deceaſed -ones, muc 


be ' more than they which _ 
brought in their /fe. 
Can therefore any Lover of God 


be without a deep ſenſe, of the rea-F 
ſon of this practice > Or need -toF 
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like as of Sampſon. The Praiſes they 
bring unto their God in their death] 


OS ons og oo ot en” 


be farther told ; that he- who hathÞF 


made all things for his glory, hath re-F- 
quired this practice for the ſame?Þ* 


a 
"Tt 


: 


Here .I -muſt believe that ove .areÞ. 


Blind, but thoſe that w/ll not ſee. - 


R. :4- |This Pratlice doth likewiſ | 


add unto the joy - of Sarnts deceaſed F 


Hs 1s the element of Joy. Þ 
er) Therel 


* (51) 
Tt e's leſs water in the Sea, and 
Wlghtin the Sw, than Foy in Hea- 
yen. [But we are generally. taught, 
at the Inhabitants have -varzows 
Oh tegtees ; evenafter the-Reſurre&tion. 
Yan However it be, it is this only that I 
{| would here propoſe : 4x. Of their 
al ul for 1n Heaven this muſt needs'be 
10d the, that they. did in their meaſure, 
- b -plorifie God in their day upon Earth. 
And, if they have knowledze'of its 
uf "muſt be another Joy, to have 
#1 their Faith and Obedience live, 'and 
ef bear frait, after that they are tranſ- 
' "79 To have their old Graces 
| «2d Duties, for many years after, 
to edify their Brethren. and. glorifi 
their Father. 
And why we may not conceive 
| them ſoon to know it, when it is ſoz 
2?Þ ket them ſay that can! I cannot. 
"With humble ſubmiſſion, .I con- 
Chude that they are informed of it, 
* When the matter of their Joy is ob- 
F tained. Whether | the Holy Angels - 
'2 given them notices ; or what way they 
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' receive the ſame, I take not on me* 
to determine. Some have thoughtF,. 
| that this is true concerning menfij# 
Damned. Such whoſe Errors ar 
remembred to the diffuſing of thei 
enmity and malignity, after theitf, 
death; they have -proportionableÞy, 
encrealſes of their torment in Hell; 
made, preſently made ; and with fu 
fignifications given of the meritorlÞ, 
ouſly procuring cabſe of it. Andy 
on the other fide, concerning Saints 
inHeaven, ſame have preſumed thighyh 
viz. That ſuch whoſe Faith and Hoſts 
ly Life, are commemorated, & al, 
made uſe of to the edification of this 
_Church ; they receivelike encreaſe 
of Joy. As ſoon made, as the fore 
ſaid ſinners increafes of Torment 
Learned ' men have thought, Jeri 
T7, 10, to make this way. I the 
Lord ſearch the heart, I try the remih 
even to give to every man ' acthy 
cording to his ways, and according talk 
the FRUIT of his doings ; and with 
fall certification of the ſervice thatF 
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$) 2 of grace, rewarded, - 

V1 contend not, but, to- as many 
tel, $5, with me,co ſuppoſe this; (which 
1F7think no one will pretend an abili- 
ay to diſprove;)To ſuch atleaſt I ſhall . 
KEthink this reaſon of good force, Up- 
tell onthe very. ſingle: account hereof, .I 
Ode ask them,  [s there' nat 4 cauſe | 
{ell}; wthe . commended Prattice 9 If we 

Wan Earth have Power, ſhould we 
Jnot have 151, to add-tothe Jay of | 
Ir Brethren in Heaven. 

'R 5. This Practice of good men,exalts 

lie ſaving grace of God.. Grace ut- 


4 ta Suner,.is, and will be. an eter- 
ww Wonder. Saving grace, even maſt | 


eo" 


rainedly conſidered, is above. all 
EDleſſing and praiſe that can: be | 
4 | green it, in the very ſtate of . Glory. . 
Graham himſelf, even after the Re- - 
grection, will be unableadequate-. - 
| h'to praiſe the grace of þis own . Sal- 
Rtion. . The grace that. took .him . 
*Soat of his miſery, and qualified..him 
bc ſe invvghs himuato Glory, . That 
Wd to him in his blood, Tas. That . 
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F. When... | 
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when he was alive, gave him 
"more abundantly... And when he y 


| Meet, placed him in the inherita 
of the Saints in Lzght. This gra 
unto his fn Ng Perſon, will tranics 


all his poſſible conception. But 


this Grace to him, be confiderec 
its juſt extent. As ſaving him, 1 
' making him an par nents. of ſay 
many others. In a ſenſe, the Fa 
of thouſands of heirs of Salvati 
An Exemplar unto them. Mak 
his Faith and Obedience, ble 


means of grace, unto multi 

Cauſing generatious to call him b 

Uſing him, when Alive, and! 
| when Dead, asa Co-worker witht 
What an addition is this? * 
that makes Salvation it ſelf ſomen 
morethan it ſelf, Yea much n 
As toſave a man from death at 
Gallows, and to make a King 
turn, is much: But to proceed} 
"to make him the' means; of F 
-many others unto Thrones i is } 

much more. ©. cM 
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o. In _ then. Who can won- 
"Feder that the Grace of God hath 
- Fthoſe this method. And engaged 
$5 to conſider and imitate, the grace 
Four Friends departed. Hys gogd- 
i 1s above the Heavens. - And the 
 Aafcts of it, muſt -be like unto it. 
Therefore he beſtows not Salvation 
foe, without 4&ive: that is, 
tom he ſaves, he alſo makes 
gnſtrumentally ) Sawviours. - And 
thy ! but becauſe he will praiſe his 
race, and make it like. itſelf. And 
d be Glorifyed in his Saints, and ad- 
mired in all them that do Believe. He 
leave nothing to be ſaid that it 
woht have been done for them, that 
as.not done. 
; R. 6. This Prattice 1s unto all the 
ng, 4 charm of great ſweetneſs to 
oſt exemplary Faith and Holineſs : 
W Yar heart will not ſtrain for 
wet: faith and' moſt unſpotted 
we, - upan. the. conſideration that 
Goc ma$ it for a Pattern, - And 
ammands all its good, to beeyed : 
| F 2 -- and: 


_ and imitated. who will or can a rh 
otherwiſe! F am to be a Copy. I 
will therefore write fair, as for m 
Life; and beware of blots and bluriit 
Tam to be a Guide, and befollow 
ed. | I will therefore make firargh 
paths' to my feet ; and dread fall 
_ in Dottrme 'or Manners. . Ia 
ak even when Tam dead, I w 
one ſeaſon with- falt every wor 
And ſee-with- great, carefulneſs, th 
none be found hurtful, or uſeleſs. | 
Poſterity follow me; they ſhall fol 
Chriſt, If they wakk as I, I will @ 
they ſhall war” as He aces = 
A ſweet and falutary Reaſoning 
is' it not! And who would hay 
been, without ſuch a Charm! 
any pretend to be- /o ſpiritual, thi 
they- can perfes. holineſs without it 
and therefore give God no that 
for it; to ſpeak the mildeſt' thing 
that carr be ſaid, I'think thata-great 
. Fealonſie- of their ſtate, is Orr 
Keoeſſary. 
Brer ity commands me to offer ni n 
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| ar: | nore tharr theſe few. Inferences for 
pur llication of this Truth.” Diſpo- 
minds: may eaſily farther apply 
it in: their own thoughts, unto its 
whebvious purpoſes. 
ah 1. 1. What: garments of praiſe are 
IFaith and Holmeſs! Surely incom: 
arable. Otherwiſe our -Predeceſſors 
attire with them; needednot to be 
> obſerved, ſo followed. The 
burch 7. e. holy behevers, are- cal- 
"kd a Bride beautifully” decked. 
Their Faith and Holy Life bear the 
X yn mes of Embroidery, Silk, Fine lin- 
en, Silver, Gold, and Jewels. Yea, 
Ind are declared to- be-the-End of 
i» Savconrs -all-tranſcending Righ- | 
touſneſs imputed unto us. - They 
& therefore miſerably - Blind, who . 
> contentedly Naked. And as . 
efully Naked, who are-not thus 
WT. 2. How- many are our Miniſters 
x) 7 » than'the ' Earth bears ! -For all 
nor fore-runners unto. Heaven abide 
wſters ftill-unto-us.. Their we 


——_ - ——— Co 


' 70 


. ad * q je ans —_ 
: 


and Holineſs, if we are not wanting 
#0 our ſelves, wall be our d: ik 
Lefures. - We have every yy ef 
refuſal of them. The King ay 
Church, for many reaſons aforeſai 
requires our uſe thereof. Who + 
then dares ſay, that Myniſters Wi 
ſearce ! O that deaf dadders, and dy 
and flow Hearers of them, wet F 


10. 


I. 3. What need of Gods mexgy 
have «ll bis family on earth | All anf 
bound to Remember and Imitatt | 

- their Brethren in Heaven. Now] : 


is Mercy very great, to be bound 4 
a-pratiice ſo beneficial, delightful, at 
honograble, as this hath been thew 
to be. And of this mercy, wl 
fairh that he hath no need ! agaij 
'tis mercy unſpeakable, to be- i 
given the ;negle&t of ſo gracious 
Precept. Of fo kind a Preſeriptl 
againft {in,and forrow.-..,,Andof thiffas 
mercy, what an.abungance.do wt 
all want? 1 fay —— h 
rant 3 1.am jealous that the ge 
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7 of true Ifcelve do need a ſpeck 
al abundance. Being as to this pre- 


| hef Fept, guilty ofabove ordinary neg- 

theÞ1 Wligence, The Lord grant unto us that 

"we may find mercy of the Lord in that 

toy ; ( fo the Apoſtle names the 

' Fudement-day, tho' ſome critical 

4 Meads have conſtrued it ofanother.Þ) 

F I. 4. How unexpettable is ſinleſs 
49h perfe tion in this World? 

The very Apoſtles had are _—_ 

| i not. And this 'reftri- the LE 

m iRion of our imitation 275% witneſſes 

d unto their Faith, ar- a my perfect 

, s that they had Sxemngas, Heb. 

wt. And implicite- TS wy 

ly tells us, that they ing ---deſpiſng -- 

had Errors of Fudg- and TrAciwns as 
went,and Pratiice that 
weareto Decline, not 

BS ihe » exc erogs 

®NCOUE: hence &anoimur, (\PFOPOr- 

your: ſelves to hun, as in 


HE oe 9 Herd the Author <0 Kh 
ker eſe, bu os he is-propoſed-as 


proug oe radory arid ſucceſs! exemplar Ms 
to 


2 T2300 
| 6: Follow, In n Write the Hoh q 
- Seriptures, they had and profeſſed 1 
have the Holy Ghoſts infellible 
. dance. Butat- other times, and] ft 
_ other purpoſes, they never had it, a 
pretenaed to it. No, their own Wy 
"tings record their Makes and My 
carriages. Of the Yaints-of the.Ol 
Teſtament, there can be little matte 
of doubt concerning them, the ſam 
thing may be- faid ; and: this_ 0 
ſhall be added. The Holy Gt 
commends them unto us indeed, forts 
very uſeful witneſſes and patterns, ſh 
hath been before ſhewn, . Heb. 1 2. 18 
But then, as 1n way of caution. 4 
gainſt our Dreams of their. Perfe&iah 
inthe very next verſe what dot 
he? He bids us look off from them al 
unto an incomparably. more nob 
and truely perfect one,: Apoprrialy 
FT 7 Iligews & pYMPY. TEReiwTny Ing 
Looking off [from them anto. Fe 
the Author , and Finiſher (or Leads 
and PerfeRor,) of our -Faith. 7h 
that. EL the ſhame, end en 
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1 te Croſs, and received his bleſſed © 
6z0:y or eſcape out of all his ſuf- 
rings 3 having ſit down at Gods right 
Unto this bleſſed Feſws,-in 
e next verſe we are inſtructed to 
pportr0nate our ſelves, as ſome think 
e Greek *Arzaoyieude to ſignify. 
ur Nature was finleſs under the 
nh, in Jeſus Chrift, but as to us 
er men, it is truly ſaid, * Adam 
ſt- more Innocence and Purity 
forth an hour, than his Poſterity will 
- a{ftecover tothe Worlds end. 
18+ 1. 5. What a reproachful thing, 1s 
woerſal imitation of the beſt men ! 
leir Foly Faith and Life 1s all > wa 
fe bid to follow. To Swallow 
eir Errors, and practiſe their Sins, 
what God and they themſelves - 
hid you. And-is imitating ot 
tem in the things wherein they 
> not themſebves, But were 
dre Fatan's, than their own men. 
Fherefore fo to do is to comply 
th Sztan, not to conform unto 
Let it alſo be conſidered 3 
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that to affect and ſtrain to takewl 
their ( unaffected ) Tones, Geſture 
Garbs, -&c. 1s to but ape their Hu 
wity it ſelf. And nothing of a 
imitation of their Piety, In Chi 
dren it is playfulneſs ; . in Mey it 
Childiſhneſs, -if no worſe. 
D.. 3 . Conſs deration of deceak abs, 

Menifters and Friends eſcape, 
of all their ſublunary Diffi 

, ties, 1s a neceſſary motive toil 
imitation of their Faith and 


- The Original word #5: whik 
we render End, is rendered an: 
ſeape, 1 Cor. 10. 13: Nor doth 
expreſs a meer Eyd or commd 
Iſſue of things. But an End atte 
ded with Viftory, and deliverance 
of things grievous. That the cor 
deration of Saints that are bleſl 
with ſuch an end, is as it is h 
aſlerted; .is by the Apoſile plain 
declared. Who K's it the # 
t5ve unto the imitation that air a) 
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© Wady preſſed. His words do evi- 
uelEitly import as much as if he had 

| theſe following ones. © Sirs, 
& 1s a hot ſervice I put you upor. 
-"Snitation of departed Saints Faith 
18nd Holineſs, is no eafte buſineſs. 
$#/can Lyons appearin every ſtep 
of. it's way. All the World 1s 1n 

Sins againſt it. Throwing F:re-' 

wnds, Arrows, and Death. The 
evil and his Angels raiſe their 
We, and do their worſt. I know 
bur waxt, and God directs me' 
d furniſh you with a moſt power-' 
f Encouragement. One, which 
you rightly uſe, you ſhall walk” 
Kdauntedly in your moſt difficult 
Juty. You ſhall Ran, and not 
mnt. The Swords of them that 
wy at you, ſhall not hold; nei- 
der their Spears, nor their Darts. 
heir Arrows ſhall not makeyou: 
ke, You ſhill laugh at the ſhak- 
hg 'of their Spears. And this fo 
lighty motive, is Conſideration. 
eful and Curious Infpeion, 
G2 : mac. 


(64) | 
& reiterated and repeated conts 
« plation. To wit of your Pre 
© ceflors glorious Congueſts, over! 
« that ſtands againſt you. And 
« the'r triumphant Ingreſs into 


*« celeſtial and eternal Blefſedng 7 


« One too rich;to be comprehent 
 « by the preſent poverty of yq 
&«& Underſtand:ings. But yet « 
: © whereof your little Underſtz 
<« ing is enough, both to ſweetet 
« the bitterneſs, and ſpoil the te 
« ing power of all the ſweetneſi 
« this world. Keep this _— 
&« gn, p_ live ; Keep it as the 4 
« of your Þye. 

For the diſplay of this Nw 
- ſition to the weakeſt minds, I 


caſt it'scontents into theſe four pj 


ticulars, 

P. 1. Our deceaſed 00d Minil 
and Friends, were in this world thy 
ed and winnowed as much as our ſe 
are. Their Eſcape out of ſufferit 
ſpeaks their fore-endurance of the 

Of which their Endurance, it 


* 
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COPy -- 
2 uſeleſs to take ſome good no- 
" And ever and anon. compare 
i Hardſhips and our own. , It 
| ſimall Map, in which I muſt: 
ent the World of them. 
Their Souls lodged in as Frail 
das Burthenſom Bodies, as, ordi-- 
fly, ours do. And, as hard to 
If - SubjecHon, and be poſſeſſed 1n 
Bodies that were as very 
fe and Fetters unto their Spt-- 
kW Whoſe Weakneſſes, Pains, and 
formities-were netther- few, nor ' 


heir. treatment- by the * World, . 
with the fame malignity as 
$15, or worſe. It Hated them: 
much ; Cenſured, Reproached, and 
way Injured. them, by- ſecret 
md open practices. One while it 
make them; as it doth us, in. 
ds. ſmooth: as butter,. ſweet as ho- 
Kombs. By the ſweet Poyſon of 
#tery, defigning upon them--the' 
rſt of cruelty. Aſfaying by the 
prdly aifhand cet walk, to:court - 
G. 3;, them--- 


them unto the fatal Nazl and 
-mer. Another time it ſpake of the 
as1t doth of you, all manner of « 
Poured out Curfings and Bitte 
breathed out threatnings and ſl; 
ter. Trying if 1t were poſſible 
frighten whom they coulg not flat 
out of God's way. 
Their Temptations by Satan, Ww 
no leſs than our 'own. Are \þ 
peſtred with his Suggeſtions, Perſa [ut 
 frons, Iuſiigations? So were ths 
as they have oft complained uni 
ſome of «5: and unto God, in | 
hearing of all that worſhipped u 
them: 'Do we find that he ſubti | 
ſuits his temptations unto our Aga 
our Tempers, and our.(' onditions P 
the World ? We are vain if W# 
think he did otherwiſe with then|\$ 
Doth heaſlault us oft-times in temppF 
tations unto ſins, - from which my; 
think our ſelves moſt ſafe ? No quelt®x 
on but heſo aſſaulted them. Int 
word ; All his Logical fallaczes, Wt 
his Politick wiles, "l his Malitan} « 
firatagemyy” 
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iratagems, were uſed againſt"them 
ſurely as they arg againſt us. How 
nany have tld us their Temptations 
wnito Arberſm, Blaſphemy Deſperr, Maur- 
, Self-murther, and. what not ? 
' Their Afﬀiittions from God, were 
fuchas ours do not appear to exceed. 
*rnderdand me of Afﬀictions upon 
Soul, "Body, Name, Eſtate, Family, 
j jends. From his hand areall; are 
they not ? By whomſoever they are 
WExecuted 'tis by him they are Order- 
: And that. as to the Sort, Degree, 
nd Duration of them, Now,can you 
nſwer me ? Which of your Souls 
doth God exerciſe with more Grief, 
fears, 8 Anguiſh than he did theirs ? 
FWho of yet! have Bodres more ac- _ 
quainted with the Stone, Colick,' and 
J þ Strangury, Feaver, Conſumption, and 
j Pal ze, than theirs were * Who can 
ay his Name is more Laden with 
i *reproach, than their Names uſed to 
I be? Or that his Eſtate hath been ſo | 
torn from him, as none of -theirs _- i 
vi ever was, Or, that Providence ne- 
6s & G 4 Ver 
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ver made any of their Famelies ſuchiyhe 
Hoſpitals, as it hath made his, Orf the 
ſo parted any of them from thei 
Lovers and Friends, as it hath part 
ed him. - Mary indeed are the ; 
trons of the righteows mm this Wor 
But not more than thoſe of the righ ob] 
teous before you, were,” who aff 
aſcended into the World - whe wat 
. None are, | 
Their Indwelling Siu, was the 
perpetual troubler, as ours is. Ar | | 
tound them as much: to do, as ounÞly 
findeth us. Held them in.con/inw 
warfare, as ours holdeth us. The Pex 
_ all had Sin, and felt Sin, ard lLamentÞe 
ed Sin, in all and every part of themÞ 
As wormwood hath bitterneſs in itsFoc 
Root, in its Stalk, and inits Learzes, Ov 
Their Mznds had abiding Ur teach Par 
ableneſs; Wills, UntrattableneſszÞ 
Conſciencer, Unſenſibleneſs ; Memo F 
ries, Unfaithfulnefs; Afﬀetirons, by 
Unorderlineſs, Imaginations, Un-Jit 
rulineſs. That which came into-P 
them, when their Souls came in ti 
their} : 
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uchEtheir Bodies, never perfectly left 
Or : 2m till their ſouls left their Bodies. 
et days of their lives therefore, 
artÞ the pr Faveb was weak, Hope infirm, 
Love chill; Many a trembling hour 
they ſpent, in. fear that they. were 
al [by bat ſhadows and empty ſhows of 
ith, and Hope, and Love, that 


TE 
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{they had. In fear- of their being 
"IEraceleſs; yea ( and what is worle ) 
t the day of Grace. Be ng Unrecon- 

i to God, yea, and ( thro' dead- 

;. del 3y, ) Unreconcilable, Many 


have ſo feared x z and all have lived 
exclaiming, O wretched Man that 1 

W-| w who ſball deliver me ! Such fears, 
1 Fimple ſouls do think-to have been 
sl 00 ones bitter Draughts but their 
4 own. But I tell them, they cannot 
. #aſwer me this queſtion ; To which 
wf your friends in Heaven can you turn, 


| thet hath not drank them! -Again, 
Their Loads of Anal Sin preſſed 
4 bem down, as ſorely as oursdo preſs 


p-['hs. My /in 5s ever before me, was 
0 [tte perpetual cry of one i 
r re 
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Are we Burthened with our /ins, [+ 
their Aggravations, and th ir Deme-F* 
vits ! they were ſo, with theirs 
Their {ins again't Law, againſt Goſ-F 
pel, againſt ; tom With theirÞ*: 
Agegravations by their Multitudes,Þ 
their Kznds, and their C:rcumſtancer, 7 
With their Demerits of outward , of |" 
inward, and of eternal and extreme} 
puniſhments. For - theſe, GodJ- 
knows what were their /ighs, and 
their groanings were not hid from” 
Him. \.:  _ 
Their mixtures of fin inall Nats |" 
ral, Civil, and Religions things, did} 
foul their faces with weeping. Think} * 
you that it is a peculiar fin, or grief» 
of yours z ina great degree to Eat,&Þ + 
Drink, to Buy and Sell, yea to uſe the} 
holy Word 'and Prayer, from /elfjb | 
Principles. and to ſelfiſh Ends ; not | 
Purely from Principles, and unto End} - 
Heavenly! your miſtake is groſs. ItÞ 
was the common fin of all youth 
friends in Heaven and the common} 
grief of all while they lived upon} 
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Ins, "Earth. Ardently all deſired ; but no 
me-[0ne ever attained unto finle's pu- 
irs | rity; no, not in any one of their 
Toſ- _ Phil. 3. 12, 13. 1 oh. r. 8: 
eirP”. 


am.3. 1. In every motion of — | 


des, {there was much of Corry _ 
cer {7every+ Secular thing moſt Jawfal, 
, of "there was what was 4nlawful, In 
meal holy thiugs, there were Iniquities. 
z50dJ-And tor theſe, went they MOUrang 
nd J*all their days. - 
om Their long uncccompliſhed deſires, 
| and unanſwered Prayers, made their 
24-4, hearts fickan hundred times. Ours, 
did} be a ſword in our Bones, that we are 
nkÞ prone to think did never cut any 
A »0ther Souls. But it is without any 
«colour of Reaſon, that we thinkgſo 
-1n our haſte. It is very well known, 
\ God uſed to make our Predeceflors 
-wait, -as long as He makes any of us, 
And as frequently they cryed, as we 
do now cry, How long wilt thou'for- 
"get me, Q Lord, for ever £ Myne eyes 
| fail while I wait for my God; 1 am 
on | way of my crying, my throat is dry- 


ed. 
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ed. For day and night thy hand is 
heavy upon me. O God, I cry in the 
day time, and thou heareſt not. _ 
Toconclude this particular ; The 


forrows of death compaſſed them, as | 


they compaſs us. Great was their 


conſternation, in the proſpet of tieir }- 
D:ſſolution | Unto which, ali their} 
great Grace could not reconcile their - Þ 


F- 
[ 


their Tabernacle of Clay. Laying | 


reluctant Nature. With feartulneſs 
and trembling they felt the King of 
Terrors entring, and pulling down' 


their Earthly Honſe in the Duſt, 
Turning their Fleſh into rottenneſ$} 
and ſending it out of the ſight of 
man inte darkneſs. Have we our: 
fetrors ? they were not -without 
theirs-! Of ſome, and thoſe extra- 
ordinarily ſanRified, it 1s credibly: 


reported ; that very Fear was their ] - 


Executioner, And they died for fear: 
of Death. Of others, I pray be 
think your ſelves ; how was. it that: 


you ſaw them lye gaſping on their: | 
Beds? and heard. them ratling | 
t £5 


4 


| 


4 
| 
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- their Throats > and obſerved them 


to take the breach of the ſtrings of 


| their Eyes and Heart ? "Tis inapoſſ- 
| ble here to ſay all ; and hard to me, 
. ue to ſay too much. But I pro- 


P. 2. Theſe very Souls thus wins 


- nowed, are ploriouſly eſcaped out of all 
'Þ theſe erils. So the Text faith, ex- 


| ub And fo the whole Scripture, 


brightly, that all are Behevers ex- 


cept fuch as are not Chriſtians, To 
' quote the obvious Texts, would be 
- to recite a great part of the Bible, 
- Let that one which I produce recall 
others. unto your remembrance. 


Rev. 14. 13. Bleſſed are the dead that 


| die in the Lord. An illuſtrious Max- 


im ! in few words declaring, man's 


great Endor 4im; which is bleſſed- 
"neſs. And man's only way unto the 
"} fame; which is by dysng in the Lord, 
-Qr in the Faith of Chriſt Jeſus, after 


living in him by Faith. 1 his Max- 


ir-| im, St. John had from Heaven. And 
| is he was bid to write, forthe uſe 


£1 
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of the Saints on Earth. - And this” 
he telleth us,. 1s confirmed by the} 
Holy Ghoſt. Tea, ſaith the y cabs 
that they may reſt from their labours, V 
and their works do follow them. In F 

* which confirmatory 'reaſons, we'Þ 
have theſe things aſſerted. ez. 1;*Þ 
That before their death 1n the- Lord; 
theſe Saints had labours, and works 
for him which were hard. Such, as to \ 
be exempted from, was a part. of * 
bleſledneſs. 2. Fhat at therr Death - 
they were exempted from them. And 
now lived no more in Sweat, much 

leſs in Tears. 3. That with freedom 
from ſufferings they now received Gods + 
Rewards of their Obedience. His re- 
wards of Grace, which are like the' 
Donor ; beyond comprehenſion, and - 

- objects .of eternal wonder. Their * 

works do follow them. .- That is, 
' the ammenſe reward of their ſlender. 

work. The eternal reward of their 
ſhort work. The far more exceeding * 
and eternal weight of Glory! = : 
This argument- flows with a | 

6 an l 
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1 And he andhi Angels were long 
[#0 caſt far enough fromit; Where- - 
+3in, the Immortal Father never gave 
'[ablow toany Child ;.. or' took from 
-fany the Kyſes of his Mouth, {ſweeter 
{than Wine. Wherein /», the moſt 
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muy F Honey ; ſtay weand feed a while 
hereon. Think plealantly of what 


proved ſo evidently. Saints, raiſ- 


Fd out of the Yalley of Tears, arelift-- - 
J$*d up into. the Mount of Foy. Where- 

Jin no Eye ever wept, .or Breaſt ſigh- 
;Jed, or Tonguecomplained, Orever 
Ihe dcanſe or occaſion ſo todo.Where- 
Jn, neither the World, nor the God 


f this World could ever give trou- 
, For Satan's Vaſſals cannot reach 


tateful evil, hath no more place 


than the Devil, whoſe work it is. 
[But the perfed purity long defired, . 


b fully enjoyed. Wherein, no one 
ſnful, or mixed and imperfett aft, e- 
Ver blemiſhed the holy ſtate. Where- 


[11 wo Hope is ever delayed one minute 3 
[nor ought 15 defzred, before God's 
| mill 1 is that it ſhould be poſſe efſed. 


{ Wherein 
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Wherein there is no Doubt, or Grie. 
wance of Life z nor any Fear, or Poſe; 
ſebility of Death. Wherein, we i 
all know, all things are better th: l 
any of us upon Earth can know. - 

For we know, that when Sains 

enter the Houſe made without handy il 
they preſently take poſleflion of al 
the Goods. And who can know, til 
he goes up and ſees, how many and 
how r:ch they be ? Indeed the holy 
Oracles,do warrant thus much tot 1 
faid of our good Friends that are et 
tred there. : 

. They poſſeſs bleſſed Light, One, ii in | 

—_— whereof, their forma 
knowledge was but a leſs thick darl&Þ 
neſs. - The open light of the Suwh 
vaſtly exceeds a few Beams ſtrains 
through the crevice of a Wall. 
no leſs doth Gods morfoftation 4 | 
himſelf above, exceed that. whick 
he affords his Church below. Neb 
' ther is there any compare betwee 
the ſtreng nay fa rifted Eye, ad 
of an a imperfeaty naited one. Un 


Wo 


_ ones, the Joon Fountains - 
iſdom and Grace are.lJaid 'open. . 
qo je riches of Goodneſs, the beauties 
FHolineſs, the glories of Power are - 
efes The Embroideries'of Pro- 
:  Indexce are unfolded.'Tis not caſte to - 
*Jmme, what God doth hide from 'em. . 
I why-: He himſelf is Al. zn all. . 
and, this we know, They do fee him: 
$8%e 5. Wherefore neceflarily, 
"| They poſſeſs bleſſed .Love.. So. ar- 
mes the infallible Teacher. - We - 
a WÞ be like him, For we fball fee him... 
"166d is love. And fight of . God, 
,Jarns us into-flames of Love..: Such . 
We ou@glorified Friends,-.like unto - 
ihe bleſſed Angels. - Evet recerving - 
_ehigheft love, that God. conters 
-21@ finite. Creatures; - and - giving 
24k the greateſt love, that Godcan }.. 
pimve from their glorified Powers... 
 #18pen earth, the Fire of their Loye - 
hx We alittle Sparks it is now a Monut.- 
hatfpark,” (as Kitcher-fire,) often - 
zaiſhed. ; - almoſt expired, for. 
mane of feeding by proper Conde: - 
F, = dns But in their prefentMountof.” - 
"1% 5 NN wy" Celeſtialz | 


= 


Celeſtial fire, there is no var:ableneſſ#0 
or ſhadow of change. The Diving! 
glory ſo holds their:Eyes, and heat 
their Hearts, So, that their en 
moring Thoughts. are never interrupt] 
ed; Tod their enflamed 4ffettons ng 
ver abated. Certainly therefore, 
They poſſeſs bleſſed Life. Val 
vita eſt, To be Alive, is to be i 
fulneſs of Joy. And where is 
fulneſs but in Love 2 Where is Wes 
ter if not in-the Sea ? Where is Light 
of not in the Sun ? Where 5s Foy if us e 
in Love. Light doth not more nel 
turally kind e ſacred Love, than 
Love _ creates ſupream Forſp4 
what can there be leſs than all De 3 
light, where there is nothing but {4 
Love ; andthat, as thisi is, withoutſs 
Diminution or End. It is ſure, thats. 
our Friends Live in the Triumphs: " 
Joy, if they live in the Sunſhimes: 
Knowledge, and Flames of Love. | 
 Trueit 1s, great #5 the number- >| 
them that dwell in this L:ght, Longy 
and Life, Tho comparatively fea 
are —_ the City that is above, 
..  Populou 


_- 


ef Ipopulous, but the multitude of its 

- Citizens, doth not Impoveryſh, bus 

heathddonowr and Adorn it, For why ? - 
GODisits Treaſure. And good 

pplN FIN IT E isnot by anynum- 

i ers exhanſted or leſſened. The 

(Sun's light is but finite. Yet all 

tle men enjoy the light of it 3 and eve- 

e inþry one, as ſufficiently, as if no ones: 

Eyes but his own received it. God 

Wl Is Infinite. And much more may 

4 {all his Favourites above enjoy Him :- 

every one as fully, as if he enjoyed 

tab +him only. 

han Be it added ; Earthly excellencies 

Fa are all of them, like to rich Per- 

fumes. . By Cuſtom they wax leſs 

ws | ſenſs ble, at leaſt leſs grateful, to ſuch 

w as carry them. And ceaſe to be 

|& ſweet, when they ceaſe to. be Mew. 

© But it is not ſo with "Excellencies 

[| heavenly. God's own happineſs is 

7 now as pleaſant unto Him, as'1t 

off} was millions of ages agone. It was 

never at all New, but ever moſt ſweet. 

| And he has provided his Children 

| H 2 alſo 


4 
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allo a Felicity, that ſhall not needty 0 
| be commended by Novelty. Ons 
that ſhall reliſh as well with ther 
to eternal ages as at the firſt momen 
Which we cannot doubt, 1f we do/ 
nat forget this : viz. That Heavenly ; 
Joys Perfef. And whatis Perfect, uhh | 
1s indeficient ; never abates ; never 
can Dre, or be S:ck, or be weaker at. I 
onetime than at :znother. Things® 
of limited goodneſs, admit change-Ype 
and. wearineſs of them. It Wo 
& * neceflary to leave' one for another.” 
* Yea, and having in them ſomewhat-+: 
that is bartfxl.too, and not. deliciour, 
no-wonder if they ſometimes become- hi 
nauſeous.. But good thatis anbound-. 
ed, and reaches to the ſatisfaction of; 


all onr Defires;- and isanmixed, and; 
miniſters. nothing beſide delights ; ;-h 


fuch as-the Heavenly. good 1s-; this: 
muſt alway taſte. alike. Unto the-1 
iweetnels of this nothing cay be ad-.4 
ded : nor can any thing - be. taken a-. 
2 4x from it. 
Well. this, and more than this; 
LEN 
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0.08 the bleffed ſtate of our godly- 
eriends deceaſed. A ſtate, where- 
wIfevery Poſſeſſor lives in moſt del:- 
tous and eternal Rapture, Heaven is 
0M ſelf ; and they we ſpeak of arein 
I Meaven. But concerning both, it 
nut be faid, 'zzs but a lzttle portion of 
ide: that is. heard !- The one half ts: 
be tol4-u5.. Nor doth it yet appear, 
We very imperfeatly, what they 
re. As to that which through. 
Mods grace coth appear, .it_ follows, 
7. Four next-particular. 


FP. 3, Their ap" 5-1 a unto - 


Paven oxght to be. well Conſidered by 
"Sm Earth. The word of command 
Wn the text. And. 1s a. very re- 
-Muckable one, uſed but once more - 
Wall the New Teſtament, viz. AF. 
;>W.2x where it is put to exprefs. 

careful and fevere conlideration, 

the Apoſtle took of the Athenzrans . 
yotion. In mindsnot atheiſtical, 
- . We muſt needs be ever and_ anon - 
Fe” occafional Thoughts bubling_. 

,. Þ. But they are bubbles indeed, . | 


ſ 


that ſignifie ;ttle and effet nothmg;,Þ 
They make not that Con/ideratinÞ 
which is here demanded. Which 
conſiſts in much and ſerious ſpeechſ 
with our ſelves concerning the Vico-P 
ry of our godly Friends. Streamr;Þf 
fed by a Iving Spring, flow conſtant- 
lys and do enrich and give: delight 
where they come. And ſuch af 
the Thoughts and Sol;logaies, which 
doever much better our Hearts and 
our Ways. Such as flow from a viÞ 
, tal Principle and Ziſpoſition ;, andÞt 
are maintained daily by the ſameÞy 
Even without thoſe outward occaſumiÞiy 
ef them, with which ſlight and trarfy 
fient thoughts do flow and ebb; af 
rather dry away. ES. L 
Fix it in your minds, that it | 
the Will of God, that is here deck 
red ſo to be. That he requiretllſ 
you to have this ſaid glorious Vitimſh 
much in your minds. That youlf 
Thoughtfulneſs of it will truly pleath 
Him. And your Forgetfulneſs anh 
Negle&, incenſe him. Let youlh, 


me ÞWills ſubmit to this acknowledged 
10ÞWill of God ; and command all that, 
ichYjs within you ſo to do. Become .you 
_ Convinced of your duty herein z and 
| pe pes todo it. You ſhall then 
ol} within you a Fountain, whence 
nt- Ewumerous, delicious, and efficacious 
#ſ Thoughts, ſhall ſpring. Tour own 
remms ſball inſirutt you daily. With- 
but other Montors, (the Holy Spr- wa 
neg excepted,) it ſhall become of your Jil 
-Edaily Buſoneſs and Recreation alſo, k | 
Fo conlider the Conqueſt forepraiſed. with 
[\ ithout- other calls, your minds 
will run to it, and on it. They 
Will be often ſpeaking, to this pur- 
l ole, each of them. 
Here am I, 2 my paſſage through 
bhithe red ſea ; Hope and Fear divide 
xltmy Life. Hope of Eſcaping, Fear 
relifof Drowning, Eſcaping, as an 1F 
a0Þraelite; Drowning, as an Egyptian. 
ufo ye my godly Miniſtersand Friends 
aMhat are ſweetly got aſhore, I cannot 
Wut think of you, Of- your ſafe 
nding and joyful Reception above. 
bs Me- 
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Methinks Thear you recounting your: | 


old Weakneſſes, Fears, and- Day 
gers.. And wondring at the arms ( 


Grace that carried you through 
them. . Rejoycing in the change you 
feel. Triumphing over Sim, SatayÞ 
and the World, that withſtood you, I 

And ſaying, how little danger. the 
 Seahath, if the true Plot be bt ih 
duly truſted. How ſafely all mult 
go, and how ſweetly all muſt end..þ 
| How reafonable is it for all he car- 
rieth, . to. truſt him in the. worſt "4 
florms, To bear moſt patiently eve | 
ry Difficulty ; being they are but for; 
a.moment,. and their reward is Gl6-. r 
ry of exceeding weight. How you iy 
would. have even gloried in all: 
your Tribulations,had. you but knowtt |; 
che ten thouſandth part of. what youhP 
now fee. How you would adyik ! 
us that be ftill on the Sea,. were you 
to ſpeak with us. What you would{ | X 
telt your Followers of Sens folly, the: + 
Greatnres vanity, Gods bounty, Cori ; 


* exeltency, Hotneſs its beam: (H 
g hr 
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neſs of State, of Heart, of Life.) 
what a deal would you tell, that 
know now what a Rewarder God 
2 Ofall, that #2 patient continuance 
| well-doing, do ſeek and ſerve him. 
"Fſou would make us all aſhamed of 
«ur ſelves. Mniſters of their Prea- 
"ding; People of their Hearing 3 
3+, of their worſe living. 
+ © ye bleſſed Spirits, and not on- 
3 Healed,but Beautified. Often have 
heard you complain of Wounds, 
* hes, and Putrifying ſores like my _ 
mn. And now methinks I ſee you 
out Spot or Wrinkle or any ſuch 
While the cure of my own 


"Wiſe: ſes, 1s little more than begun : 


LY. 'F 
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you, in you it is, that I read the 
8h Praiſes of Chriſt your r Phyſician 
jd mine.Should I let go the memo- 
of y0u,l ſhould leflen the Honour - 
Him. In you it-is that I read the 
iſes of the Holy Ghoſt. Then it 
pears to me a moſt wonder- 
Fl when I look on you his 
glorious T, <  ThenIcon- 
.clude, - 


("EF 
clude, fure he is able to raiſe n 
alſo out of my ruins. 4 p 
- -O ye Conquerors and more thay 
Conquerors ; whom I knew when ths 
were Warr;oxrs. And under my 0 
Hardſhips of warfare. My own, who 
was your unworthy Bi Bans 
under-Chriſt's Banner. How congr#ff 
tulate I your Congqueſts and Triumph 
How admire I the Truth, Power and 
Love of your and my Captain + ? Ho | 
uneaſie doth the fight of your 
Crowns make me, till I am v thſ# | 
you, and like you ? IfT forget. he 
Oye Angels-fellows, let my Tongs 
cleave to the roof of my Mouth ! If m 
Eye keep -poring always upon i 
. SEA, my SICK NESSandm 
WARFARE; if it be not 
turned on your PASSAGE, you 
CURE, and your CONQUES 
let my Arm fall from myShoulder- Hal ns 
1 Ye (&! abewpoy]es, ) COR Ul, 
tors of the bleſſed End of gounmnr 
Friends, are Chriſtians that thifh 
converſe with themſelves, - I 4 


$1" 
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nefthus,unto the true end and «ſe there- 
3. And unto this end do. converſe 
hayfor con/zder, not tranſrently thmk,There 
a great difference between a fiep 
id a walk, And there 1sno leſs, be- * 
een a thought and a confideratron, I 
dieffome therefore to the laſt particular. 
6 'P. 4. This conſideration of godly 
ds eſcipe mito Heaven, #s a mo- 
andfive moſt neceſſary, unto imitation of 
Wherr Faith and Hohneſs. The Apo- 
Wes uſe of it as ſuch, provesit. ſuch. 
hot,” to give meaſure preſſed down 
gmd running over, it ſhall be add- 
(1. ) The beft of Chriſtians, do 
, d motive C on/iderations. Which is 
ml8cknowledged by all that areſomuch 
[mes titularly Chriſtians. ('2. ) Of 
tive Conſiderations, this 1s of thebeſh. 
uſa Yhich will appear from the natural 
Tfects of it, in which its motive 
Wirtue is moſt reſplendent. Of theſe, 
he ſeven following ones, are not 
ſhe leaſt principa'. 
CE. 'r. This Confrderation confirms 
Ir Faith Our Faith of the holy God's 
| I 2 bounti> 


_ , Faith foran Eye. But canany manÞ 


» , truſt him with your own Life, than Is 
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bountifulneſs, and of holy men's 
bleſſedneſs. It is true, that the HI 
Spirit's Light diſpels our darkneſs Þ 
and enlightens our minds. And, he 
- giveth us the Goſpel fora Lamp ; andÞ 


doubt it > The Goſpel is cleared and I 
Faith ſtrengthned more than a little, J® 
by- Examples. Examples of thepro- I 
miſed goodneſs of God to Men, and If 
the bleſſedneſs of men in that good 
neſs of God. Eſpecially-by the exam- 
ples of Perſons known, and dear unto 
oxr ſelves. Put the caſe you know | 
and believe ever ſo well of a Phyk-Þ 
cian.' Yet let him once make per- þ 
fe& Cures on many of your moſt Þ 
dangerouſly diſeaſed Relations: Your Þ 
won "ker his ability, and his Px 1 
tients ſafety will beencreaſed. You || 
will be ſomewhat more fearleſs to | 


you were before, The Application Þ'* 
1s eaſe. | | : 

' . E.2. This Conſideration raiſes our Ap |? 
prehenſions. Our Apprehenfions and Þ 
Eſtimations þ 


(89) 
en' {timations of God, of Chr:ſt, of the 
e H ; Sprrit, and of the Goſpel-Covenant: 
neſs, Won . cannot ſee your: dear Friends 
fved by them, but you muſt the 


z 


and I 
nan IÞ great Salvation, that certifies the 


and JÞvoaneſs of the Efficients and Inftru- 
tle, Jhents unto you, muſt needs enhance 
wo- tithe value of them in you. | Great and 


and Jy ateful Effects, never fail to raiſe 
od- Fthe price of. Cauſes and Means, I 
TY | m *an with any but Idzots or Lana- 
y hcks; Creatures of ndiſpoſed minds 
w 10r ds/trafed ones. 

*|, E. 3. This Conſideration ſtrengthens 

Choice. Our choice of--our Re- 
o er, for Princeand Saviour, The 
ur | felt of our Tempted, Perſecuted, Af- 
Pr | $;#ed Brethren here on Earth, 1s 
on [but too often a ſcandal unto us. Makes 
to [our Hearts'to ſtagger. Tempts usto 
an Þg& back, and follow Chrift no more. 
on | But the Spiritual fight of our Crown- 
'ed and Triumphant Brethren in Hea- 


Ten, hath on us a contrary. operation. 
a—_ our Reſolution; and 


d | 
ns 


nore eſteem and value them! | Their . 
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Reels our Courage to truſt and obey Þ 
' him, who gave ſuch a Life and Gly Þ# 
ry unto them. It makes us, anew 
to relign our ſelves unto him. ' Yeuſ# 
_ and bitterly lament, that we 'chok 
him-not. more early and more fer-I|f 
vently, - : {4 
E. 4: 'This Conſideration - quicken; | 
our Defrres. Our Deſres, and our I® 
Hopes. Out defires to be, with Chri I* 
and his triumphant Friends above, [9 
And our bopes, that as laden with 
{ms as now we are, divine Grate Þ 
may unburthen us atlaſt, and lodge Þ 
us with them. The thoughts of their Þt 
wonderful Advancement will work, Þ* 
upon any Heart not ſtone dead. When Þ 
carnal men think of any-of their BE: Þ* 
quals, that are riſen above them ur+ Þ* 
to high Places, what is the effet? Þ 
Why they are ſtraitway inſpired, Þ' 
with an. mwwouted Ambition for them- | 
Elves. Yea and affected with:'a new} 
Perſwaſien alſo,” that 'tis. as peſſible Þ 
for themſelves to break through-the Þ 
difficulties which are in the way td Þ 
x # . Preferment. | 


- 
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Preferment. Why ſhould not. the 
Glo {&wb:tiov and Expetiation of Spiritu- 
new Jul men, be excited by the ſame Me- 
Yealmum ? Surely, as Depre and Hope are 
hoy fie /prings of 4tion-; glorious Suc- 
fer. Jtefles of mean Agents be Springs of 
. .. IDefire and Hope in their Spe&ators. 
kexs (+ E. 5. This Conlideration provokes 

ur far Dzligence. The Victory of Mrl- 
rig {##ades, took ſleep from the eyes of 
we, Ikemr/tocles, The thoughts of ano- 
ith {hers honour, ſpurred him on unto 
ace his more ſucceſsful Labour. And. will 
J&e {ot the matchileſs conqueſts of our 
eir Eglorified Friends, take our hands ont 
rk, $'9f our boſoms? They will unqueſtion- 
en Þ bly, if they be conſidered.ſolemnly. 
BE: Þ They will urge unto. that holy Y:0- 
& | fence, without which the heavenly 
2 [Kingdom cannot be taken. 


d 4 E.. 6. This Confederation ſweetens 


n- [our Life of Religion, Foy, is our 
w | ſtrength. Heavmeſs in the: heart, 
le © weakens, if not binds our hands and 


e | #eet. Indeed many: Objects of: God's - 
pd | Love, and true Saints, are of _— | 
VM ful. 
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ful ſpirits. But the chrefe/t Inſirx the 
ments of his glory, are, for the moſtWMh 
part, Souls of much alacrity. To be 
Jure, whatever doth ſweeten, doth 
alſo hezghten our Duty. For, Delight | 
exonerates Body and Mind, takes of 
dullmng Indiſpoſitions from them. Ft 
Gives wings to both, and zntendr} 
their actions. It doth marvelouſly, Iþ 
but as certainly, encreaſe our Force hp 
to a&, and our Accuracy in acting, FE 
Cogend: vis ineſt,ſaith Pliny;it makes Þ 
the very Lame to walk, yea leap. For Fl 
this . reaſon it ſeems, that Mufick Is 
hath ever been uſed in Wars; be { 
cauſe it doth delight z and, by de- Þ 
lighting, ſtrengthen the Nerves of fleſh. i 
and ſpirit. But what can delight a 
Soul that is any thing heavenly, like J 
contemplation of the celeſtzal Socte- It 
ty? For Contemplation doth, in a ſort; 
anite the Soul unto its Object. And, It 
eminently, this Contemplation mint {| 
ſters Hope; which is the greateſt Pa- } 
rent of Joy, next to Fraitzon. When | 
you are muſing of Heaven's Inhabi- F 
wy tants, | 
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irs fjants, your Soul has a place with 
ot fhem ; and makes one among them.” 
 eW{And you are in an exercsſe that 
othSmakes you an Evidence of an ever- 
git Tkſting Manſion with them. Aero, 
of FMer-xes, and others, have propound- 
em. Jed. rewards to the 2nventors of new 
ndr (Pleaſures. But he that ſhall diligent- 
ly; fly make uſe of this, ſhall never pro- 
we Spound any. He ſhall fay, 1 have 
0g. FEnough ; yea, I have Al, | 
Kes FE. 7. This Conſideration abates the 
"08 Fear of Death. Morafly it doth ſo ; 
i {8 it is of thoſe works, unto which | 
be-" lafety from fear of evil is promiſed. 
de- JThe Promiſe hereof isas plainly made 
ſh.  g0od works, as the Threat of 
"a ame and fear is uttered againſt 
ke Thful ones. And, thro' the grace of 
"four Redeemer, hereof we are cer- 
; Fain : tho! holy thoughts and works 
fdelerve not Conſolation, as ſonfu 
ones deſerve fearfulneſs and horror . 
Het Grace gives as juſt an expe- 
1 {Ration of Comfort from the one, as 
fuſtzce gives of Trouble from the 
bs. other. 
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other. Beſides, even. naturally. this 
Confideration abates the fear afore. 
ſaid. For they be the errours of Fax thy 
cy, by. which Death is made exceſs 
/roely formidable. Without a falſe 
repreſentation, it could not ſcare-aſ 
true Chriſtian. But contemplation of 
our glorified Friends, doth confate I 
the falſe ſuggeſtions of our Fancies I 
It repreſents Death in its true no Jy 
tionz and . ſo, by rectifying out Ja 
Mpnas, tortifieth our Hearts, e.g. Ih 
Death, we cannot. endure in out 


thoughts, becauſe we imagine it to fþ 
be-this threefold poem , to wit,thþ 


putting off a Body, without which mee 
cannot live; the leaving of a World 
that is the beſt we ever ſav, all 
a going into a ſtrange Countrey anliÞy 
State of which our knowledge 1s vey 
imperfe&t., Now due Conſideration of} 
the heavenly Society and : of our 
Friends in that glory, what dothvitiyfy 
If any thing, this it doth. It repr&Þ}, 
ſents Death as quite another thing 
unto every- good man. It demo-Þy 

_ ſtrate 


_ CY 

this | ates 1t tobe only the putting off of 
ores. | Houſe. of Clay; to enter and live in 
Fake > made without hands ; and therem 
Wally to wait till the ſame is new 


wit and added unto it. - To be the 


's 


CC 


F/ 
en 


of Bt [e1f, iz the very wort part of the 
weatron. And to be but a coing home, 
t abroad; anto-therr Jes and Bre- 
en, not to ſtrangers, and they know 
Mt whom. To a Countrey ſirange 
w unto Senſe, not unto-Faith. One, of 
urch our knowledge muſt needs be 111- 
rfet#, becanfe the glory thereof 15 ſo 
ery great, and our minds ſo weak. Be- 
Wiktauſe- its eternal Poſſeſtrons, exceed 
71, Ithe es of -qur preſent -{nder- 
aud | endings. $0 that all who enter it, 
=P uſt do as great mens Heirs; - who 
Wheri they come to Age; go take in- 
oh ito their hands, more than in thetr 
i wority they could conceive in their 
os | 
- Thus 1s Death repreſented as a 
ange, but forthe better. Onethar 


| 


ies 
«h 
our 


#. 
oy 


«|! 


| A greateſt 


wing of a World, that next to Hell 


th not Hazard, but Accompliſh our 
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greateſt Hopes. And fo it becomes þ 
more the object of our Hope, and le | 
the obje& of our Fear. IV 
The uſes I make, I muſt croud fk 
into a narrow room. And preſent fg 
in a few Inferences and Exhortati- Þi 
ons. Learn ye hence. 
I. 1. The Neceſſity of Faith and th ] 
lineſs. 1 name both, tho' the Ap6 
ſtle's word is, [whoſe FAITH fol |; 
low.] For he plainly —— l 
its Principle, and jn its Effe&ts and 
Exerciſes, Be theſe, either of them Jy 
things indifferent 2 Or but ſmall, as I} 
Cummin and Anife? Indeed fo they ] 
ſeem to be conceited, even in Eng- I( 
land, and' very London. But where be | 
your eyes ? See you not God's Pre || 

- Cepts,and his multiplied motives ur |] 
to both?Is it conſiſtent with his Wiſ- [] 
dom and Goodneſs, thus, above all I 
things, to call for things Meedleſs? |' 
Do not dream So.If Satan could keep ' 
all men from theſe Jewels,he would 
ſhut up Heavens Gares 3 this is true | 
if the Goſpel be fo. The day-is haſt | 

, ning 


- o . 
=- 
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mes ſning which will convince you all ; 
le Fruit, without a Root,cannotbe had. 

"JARoot, if without Fruit, cannot be 
oud fplned. Without the Root and Fruit 


ſent Jof Faith, no ſoul can be ſaved. Hell - 


atk Jill ſhortly awaken you that ſleep 

Jand reſt long in Forms of Godlineſs. 

* [In empty names, in ſcenical ſbows, in 
P& Jdead opinions, in alamode cuſtomary 
to [Rel;gion. O that Goſpel Jight, ma 
110 fprevent your Conviction by Hell 
re! Chriſt is able to ſave to the ut- 
em [termoſt. But Faith and Holineſs are 
, 8 Phis uttermoſt. And without them, 
hey He hath not wl} or power to ſaveone 
ng: | Creature. 


re ed a Sinner. And he was to go with 
ut | his Head uncovered, that he might be 
Viſ- known of all men, and avoided. 
all | Theſe hints uncover the head of our 
ſs? |'Epidemical Sin. Fly you far from 
eep | it. 

uld }'--1. 2. The Poſſibility.of Faith and 


ue | Holineſs. They are as Poſſible, as Ne- 


ſt- | ceſſary. 


wh Hereof, every Soul got to 
ng - 


Heaven, 


be | The Leper under the Law, typifi- | 


———_ 7 = _ —_ 
- * 


 fi&s of carnal Paſhons. From 1Vatare, 6 


L ble. They prove that the Enemies Þ 


Will. Let D.Ower's words be written Þt 


CRE | 
Heaven,lis a clear Demonſtration. AsÞþ 
we,fo they all of them, had their con-Þ 


' Temper, Education, ſecular Intereſt c 
they had them. But thro' the aids of 
the Holy Ghoſt, they took and held 
Holy Faith and Life. Some: had af 
clearer and cleaner Victory than 6-Þ 
thers,but all were Y7&ors. And then It 
Vi&ories, do prove ours to be poli by 


of Faith and Holineſs are not Uncon: i 
querable; as Dogenes his walking | 
proved that motion was not a thing Þ 
impracticable. Take heed, Brethren, Þ 
take heed; and abuſe not the trae do- Þ 
 &rineof your want of Power, Nor [h 
ever believe your danger of hell,to be I 
ſo much from ought, as from your Þ 


on the Walls of your Houſes. They | 
areupon Heb. 12. 15. © There 1s m0 
© man who under the profeſſion of the 
* (Goſpel comes ſhort of obtaining God's | 
« orace and favour, but it is by reaſon Þ 
« of himſelf and his ownſin. His neglt- Þ' 
Pe" -* gence, i 
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. As gence, ſloth, miſſmg of opportunites, 
on-Efove of fn. We Ls Mercifal A 
are God to deal with,as they that are got 
reſt, Þ Heaven had. We have the ſame 
$ of Bavzour and Santtsfier offerr'd, that 
beld hey had. We have the fame Word 
1 a ſandSacraments miniftred,as they had. 
0 {Why ſhould we concett our Salvati- 
ber Jon impoſſible > Have a care Sirs, that 
fl- Jyou do not make it ſo! That, indeed, 
18 fyou may do: And are very like to do, 


on Fif you heighten your corruptions by 


ng, IEufiom, enflame them by as wilful 
Ing Wemptation. And make them, more 
en, Firrefiſtable than you fnd them. 

do- 4 I. 3. The Felicity of Faith and Ho- 
(or Fhineſs. How well do theſe end 2 We 
be Fare called inthe text tocontemplate 
nur Ftheir End. And that, for the Glory 
ten [thereof and for its Attrattiveneſs of 
ey us. God cannot be God, if he ceaſe 
10. Þ'to be the rich rewarder of Faith and 
the | Holineſs. For he has ſworn by his 
| Godhead ; and pawned his Name of 
God upon it, that he will be the God 


pel. 


- | of Believers and Obeyersof the Goſ- 
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pel. The eternal Crown muſt fall'F; 
off from his own Head, if an im-Þ: 

. / mortal ane b@not ſet on theirs. As. 

\ fin and Miſery, ſo Holineſs and Bleſ-" 

-\"-ſedneſs are inſeparable. : 

I. 4. The untowardlineſs of men cal-Þ 
led to Faith and Holineſs. Wonder-F 
ful ! who has bewitched them? F 
For, as our text ſpeaks not obſcure: 
ly, they are hard to be enamored Þ 

._... with- the greateſt Beauty. *Motives, F 

and ſtrong. ones they need, - unto. F 

_/ their moſt certain and greateſt good. 
' The'life of Faith and Holinels, 1s 

_, the higheſt that can be in this low F 
7 ———_ The beſt Heaven to be had F 
/ onearth, And yet do we want's F 

much better to allure us unto it F 
 Sodark isthe Light that is tm us'F 

| |- So, ſo have we loſt the. firſt o A 

| Purity, & Vigilance of our Minds,a ; 

the Redhitude of our Wills. - Things Þ 

/ . deſpicable, inſinuate themſelves in-" 

fe us very eaſily. Their faint color”; 
«F rofit or pleaſure, invades vs | 

marvellous power, Power that Þ 

raviſhes ; 
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11\{@viſhes preſently the efleem of our 


ing vanities that do ſtill decezve us, 
Leven compel us; and carry us whi- 


- But, objects moſt am#able; in 
iemſelves moſt excellent, and unto 
$ moſt zmportant ; ſuch as deſerve 
e throne of our hearts; alas, how 
arkly do our Minds, repreſent 
heſe-? how coldly do our Wills re: 
feive them ? Tull hogan age x 
aws us, We never r#y, Or go, Or 


þ need bt and bridle tokeep us out 


Ja 


| 


or 


men. This, ifany thing ſbines 
{hat appeareth . God's kindneſs, if. 

tim his. methods of calling us to-- 
D and Holineſs. > Which are ſe-- 


at Mirably ſuited untoour weaknefs. . 


s þ 
, + 


linds, and Choice of our Wills. The. 


(we think at leaſt) we would not | 


much as look after them.. A. 
foſt humbling conſideration ! We . 


f Satans crooked way, and ./purs - 
1d goads to make us go in Gods. 


it Ys 
kindneſs. of God #0 unto-- 


li my.text and dodrine. For in - 


K. Is; 
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_ So pt to reduce and engage the mat of 
extravagant Souls. Sofitly gu: 

ed, ashath been before then | 
make ptzaut the moſt obſtinate ? 
evil, und to nazl faft the moſt ir 
folute 'in good. Motives, even 
ſuch, thedivine grace preſents. w| 
It ſelf doth the dread Soveraign of 
the whole Creation, court every 
worm, Vouchſating, not only to 
and Command, but to encourage 4 
entice us unto Faith and Obedienca +; 
'So making, that, if we will fwit 
on inſin unto Damnation ; it ſhall 
be againſt the flream of grace in" 
atmoſt Condeſcentron. 

I. 6. The Benefit of godly Miſt 
nd Friends. This, doth hence a} 
pear great. Becauſe, nat only Ly 
ing but Dead, they are unto 'u: 
. great means of grace, - As we yi 

pr ofit much by Leary, 
Ef «irquid and ſeeing them, while 
quod 4 magno.- 
 wiro vet” ta- they be here; we ' 
any e_ do the ſame by - Rem 
*: 7+ . bring them when 


193 ) — 
he gone. It is Qur own fault, if it” 
»>Woes not do us good to think of. 
hem. It is true, we. may reap ad- 
antage from the thoughts of them, 
ho to us were auknown. And of || 
ne nhom,and of whoſe Faith and Ho- j | 
&Flineſs we haveonly read or heard. 1 
: off They have well deſerved from || 
2 Church, whoſe Pens havepreſer-- || 
be ed the Hiſtory of pious Perſons for. - |||; 


L o 


nd$es. Abroad, Melchior Adam, _ ll 
2eza, and others. At home, Il 
immortal Martyrologiſt, . Jo.. Fax, iljj 
Mr. S. Clark, Dr.Bates,Dr. Falter, Dr. ||| 
| 
| 


1 ' 


"$Loyd,,&c. T hat dunghil Spirits ſhould 
&conremn their ſacred Peart; 1s. of ns - 
4,@ wonder at all... But that repiited 
nb Merchants for Heaven, thould-grudg. | 
@&fbern their Money and their ' Tome, |||! 
is ſadly ſtrange. . 4 Calledron of the - | 
Chatatters of many moſt exemplatilyxe: 
> © igious, is now preparing inthis City. 
+ Surely men of real Religioa; will: 
ans pray far its good ſpeed; as conceiy- 
a ing-Jit.a very apt medium for com-- 
We  mending unto us:the C:ty that. hath + 
oh. K. 2.. better r 


i 

better foundations, and for animating 
| us to. Leve, to Suffer, and to Die þ 
for it. t 

But it may not be denied, and i it; 
ought to be conſidered ; Great is the 
power of Acquaintance and C onverſe! 
Our thoughts have ty far the eaſi ef 
and ſweeteft acceſs unto them in. 
Heaven, that we had moſt freengs | 
' hip with upon Earth. | 

In a word, Pearls, are but- the 
ſhining Froth of the Seaz as Silver 
and Gold be but the White and- Tek 
tow Duſt of the Earth. An Holy 
Freend, 1s an incomparably richer 
thing, and more ſerviceable. 

I. 7. The Praiſe of Conſideration. 
Which thus here meets us. It is | 
by the ſacred Writer made the ca- } 
prtal means of our excitation, unto 
the things which are our Lyfe. Þ 
Yea, of our excitation unto them Þ} 
by the mol R powerfae motive, It 1s | 
by him made as neceſlary, to. our ' 
doing benefited by God s 'Word, |] 
as —— is neceſſary, to our be- | 

ing | 


. | 
; 
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ng nouriſhed by Bread. For his ' 


phraſe is to:'be underſtood, as if 
he Text had plainly faid ; * The 


F Þlefled End of your holy Prede- 


©ceflors, take you into juſt 8& deep 
* con{ideration ; without which, tt 
#can no more affect you, than a 


I* Beauty and Treaſure can affe&t 
1* one that neither ſees nor hears 
of them, Nor any more, draw 


«forth your hearts to imitate their 

* Faith, than Chains or Cords can 
© draw forth of their places, things 
# that they take no hold of,--Indeed 
he uſefulneſs of Conſideration, 1s 
Wf-evident ; nor need words, for 
mformation's ſake, be multiplied, 
men grant, that every good AEE 
$a product of ſtated Judgment, not 
ifa fuaden raſh Thought : and ftated 
fudzment it felf is the iſſue of ſerious 
Perpenſion, the ultimate and moſt 


{erfet Act of our Reaſon,or Think- 
1g faculty. But, interpretative Con- 
W, had; FFon is the. rife Plague among 


Mofſt- men, ſleep i in their grofs 


lucon- 
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Inconfideracy, and are ſiraugers unti 
' true Contemplation. And it 1s to be$# 
feared; fome are vain and wild 
enough, to expect benign zufuſronÞt 
of the Holy Spirit, without the re-Þþ 
quired cox/rderations of their own, 
Miſerable deluſion ! For, He is a 
ſpirit of Wiſdom; that is, of wikÞ 
Thoughts. Not 4 ſpirit ſent to make Þe 
Fools; that 1s, creatures ſpending} 
no Thoughts, -or but few and ſlight F 
ones, on the things of their Peace. I 
His work 1s, to make wiſe, and to Þ 
ſet at rights our Thoughts. To wit, 
as to the Ovjetts, Qualities, Nam-F 
bers, Orders, and Ends of them. InÞ 
a word ; He that eats not neceflary Þ 
Bread , + is dead naturally , and 
he that. conſrders not: neceflary-Þ 
Truth, is dead fpiritually. SpareÞ 
Meals make fender Bodies ; and 
fleght Meditations make lean Gra-J' 
ces. Wouldeſt thou be much ed 
fied by thy glorified Friends Ex: 
amples > then contemplate .themJ, 
much. Expecting not: holy _” F- 
rh 


(107 ) 


ithout much muling, no holy 
Shire burns. Precious Metals and 
_ are produced, where the 
ams of the Sun are moſt ſtrongly 
eflected ; and there 1t 1s that hea- 
S f Bvenly Aﬀetions are kindled, where 
vile Foot ge are moſt vigorouſly EX- 
a Ferciſed. 

ig Now, in his Name whoſe we 
ght UMre; whom we Serve; and to 
Ie. Fxwhoſe Tribunal we Haſten; I ex- 
| to Aort as follows. 

vn. Let not worthy Mr. HURST, 
WFbr any . other Servant of Jeſus 


Wd | Chrift, be without a Religious Mo- 
ay Venment in your Hearts. Former 
and f} zes have exceeded bounds 1n com-. 
af Bmemoration of deceaſed Friends, 
wWeIEPapifts abide ftill-in their Excelles. 
20d put, abhorring them, run-you-not 
mPinto a contrary. peccant Extream |! 
db 11 101ize your Friends in-'\glory, you 
EEmay not ;  honwourably and affefio- 
eMFately remember them, you muſt. | 
pal ” Your duty is, to. follow their- 
ſe: . Faith, 


es, from a few roving Thoughts | 


% 
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. Faith, not their Fancies. And their 
holy Walks; not their wry Steps: 
They were but Men ; our fellows: 
ſervants, and not our Maſters. Nor! 
are they to be followed by us, far- 
ther'than they followed their and 
our one Maſter. + It ſhall be Praiſe 
now, and Glory in the. day of 
your accounts, if you conſider" 
their Chief End, and aim at the 
ſame. The God, the Meadzator, and: 
the Comforter that they choſe; and. 
do chuſe the ſame. The Goſpek 
Covenant that they ſtudied,_ lived ; 
upon, and_by; and do ftudy, and 
live upon the Promiſes,. and a&. 

cording to the Demands of the' 
ſame. - If you exerciſe daily 'the 
Eaith- you have ſeen.in them, the } 
Hope and- the Love ; the Repen: iþ 
tance, the Diligence, and the Pa-- 
tience; the Humility, the. Juſtice, and 'F 
the Charity. 


The. holy things which ye have | 
both Learned - and Received, and. 
heard and . ſeen in, them, 'do ye ; 


" ana. 
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I d the God of Peace ſhall be with 
Ry . Aﬀer ſevere ſtudy of the way 
Nor! Heaven, they. neither wilfully 
c Wandred out of it, nor flothfully 
"halted in 7t. Take you their Way, 
":- nd their Pace; and hold both. 
nitate you their Watchfulneſs 
Wer your Hearts and your Sen- 
s, and their Reſiſtance of- both 
Waulting Temptations, and conſpi- 
g Corruptions. They did, as the 


" irmy of I/rael, which, pafling 
od {rough a 'Wood abounding with 
nd $229) would not taſte it, becauſe 
i Þ* King had forbad them. The 
he [* ple feared the King's Oath, 1 Sem. 


4. 26, They choſe rather Aﬀti- 
Hons, than ſinful Pleaſures; and Re- 
paches for Chriſt, rather than the 
Yeaſures of e/Egypt. Love you the 
World, and the things of it, as little 
[x they loved them. They under- 
Mood the diſproportion between a 
Wpiritual Nature; and carnal Sen- 
tk and looked not on Tem- 
al WP as the goods of im- 

L mortal 
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mortal Souls, Pray, as hard &Þ 
they prayed for the Peace of 1 
raſalem! Loving the Church , Wt 
knowing they were to be judged! 
by their AﬀeStions unto the f Nt 
Fing Churches. Not contini 
_ | God's: Church unto their © 
Party; nor making their unnece 
ſary Opinions Articles of Faith, an 
their unneceſſary Modes of Wot 
ſhip Terms of Communion. Let it 
not be ſaid, that Foſhua's Reſolws 
tion, was theirs, more than your þ 
As they, ſo do you reſolve, y | 
ſerve God. with your Houſhold 
-  ccmmanded fo to do. Educating 
- your Children piouſly and pruden# 
ly. Loving your Servants Soul 
with .care to ſave them ; and uſing | 
them in all references, as you woul 
be uſed your ſelves, if you wer 
In their conditions. 
| _ Contemplate ſer/ouſly and fre 
ently, ( as before dire&ted, ) tl ? 
bleſſed ſtate of which they are- no! 
Head lk 
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zu have to ſpare, upon their Lyfe; 
fthe two, beſtow them moſt .li- 
rally upon the Eſtate they entred 
Ito at their Death, And do not 
dure your Living Friends, to take 
dm you the time in which you 
eceſſhould remember your Dead ones. 


an{W2ke zt for no leſs a duty to Commems- 
N ogfate the Dead, than to. viſit the Liv- 
et (822. To Commemorate the Place 


lg here they be, the Company where- 
vith they dwell, the work wherein 
hey are employed.. And' ſtay ye 
ometimes in theſe thoughts, when 
ou formthem 3; as you uſe to ſtay 
vitits of your Neighbours, when 
jou make them. Start not out of 
; theſe' uſeful thoughts, afſoon as you 


uldgare got into them. As tho'you dream- 
er Þ 


4 
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could be'expected from them. Reſt 
*Fot till you: have overcome the firſt 
fe. \ $bneſs of your minds; Their ſtrange- 
weſ+ unto theſe thoughts. Yea, till 
ble benefit hath made them im- 


Ly —_— - i 
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_ 


fleſſed. + A not all the thoughts 


I, that- little benefit and comfort 


L z patient, 
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_ patient, of keeping long from thenll 

A little ſerous exerciſe will mak 
them (o. C 
For, to ſay_ the truth, whic 

. Jometell me they fee} ; and whichi 

have felt as my great -motive 
both to Preach and Publiſh thy 
haſty diſcourſe. Theſe thought. 
are moſt exceeding helps, to facxÞ 
Iztate and to ſweeten our thoughts 
of God, with whom is dazlingÞ 
and overwhelming Majeſty. MrF 
Baxter calls them our ſtepping-ſloneszÞ 
and ſtairs of afeent to look at God 
And a greater than he, doth (me-F 
thinks) direct us to eye the glorÞ 
fied Sarnts, as a' ſweet mean to pro-F 
mote looking unto Jeſus Chriſt, F 
Heb. 12. 1, 2. Unto ' Jeſus Chriſt, Þ 
who is our only and perfectly ſuf-Þ 
ficrent Mediator. His glory, dare 
you not for your lives to give untoÞ 
his moſt glorified Members. Butg# 
neither dare you to -negle& ſuch 
remembrance of thoſe his Mem: 
bers, as ſo makes for the honour. 


4 


Pg ir; ) 
þf Him the Head. As is both an 
vidence of your Principle of Ho- 
ineſs toward Him; and a Means 
of its Practice and Progrels. 

The promotion of which Prm- 


hic 
ck 
tive 
thgFdutiful De/ign of every Sermon. 
ghty And may it be the plentiful Blef- 
bs. ©/2g of this Occaltonal one unto you ! 
tg Amen and Amen ! 
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iple, Praftice, and Progreſs, is the 


Mr.F - 
ers | 

19's 

ne-F . Poſt It rip L, 

OY 4. IM | 
ro-F” # HE foregoing Dz/conr/e hath 
TM | preſſed the Remembrance of 
iſt, Þ departed Saints Glory, without any 
uf- + thing {aid of departed Sinners Miſery. 
reF* Becauſe I had purpoſed to treat 
toÞ "thereof diſtin&ly. and as fully, from 
ty another Text. But, opportunity 
h' * being here given me, I take it to 
7 ohay tizus much. 

rs - of the Means of Grace, all are 


L 3 Excellent 
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Excellent,but none Siperfiuous. They © 
\, do, all, (/nalifie and Engage us un-Þ 
to the uſe of each other. No one 
excuſeth from the uſe of another. 
It hath been ſhewn to be highly be« 
neficial, to ſtir up our ſelves, by the 
conlideration of deceaſed Saints 
Bleſſedrieſs, unto an imitation of 
their Faith and Holineſs. And it is. 
as certainly profitable to urge our F 
ſelves. by the conſideration of de- Þ 
ceaſed Sinners Raine, unto an ab- 
horrence of their #nbelzef and Di/: 
obe - tence. | 
The Reaſons are both obvious 
1 and numerous. So are convincing Þ 
| Obſervations and Experiences. He } 
was an eminently pious Antient -F 
that thus heſpake his Auditory z I 
Sirs, * Let us be oft going down to Hell | 
© jn our contenplations while we live, 
© that our Souls may not go down intd 
©;t when we die. And I have heard * 
our greateſt Divines praiſe another 
Wh». having found. that exercil 
. very helpful againſt his. Tempt& 
Wes tions, 


| FA 0-3, 2 ( T15 ) 
eY 3 Ftions, did not ſtick to exclaim, «O 
N- 2 lord, my Soul doth bleſs thee for 
ne Bel ! 
r.' It is true, the Hope of Heaven is 
e* Wthe ſweeteſt Perſuaſruez, but, it is 
he Fas true, that the Fear of Hell is com- 
US Þ monly the ſtrongeſt Motive, to our 
of Þ Duty. Unregenerate hearts, do feel 
19 Flittle but this latter. And the moſ 
ur | ſanfified men alive will tell you; 
& F that they are fain, under moſt of 
b- Þ their Conflicts, to call in their Fear 
if to the help of their Hope. And that 
* their Life is 2 Hlying from the Wrath 


us Þ #0 come, as well as a Laying up Trea-+ 


WW Þ| ſare in Heaven. 

le Þ To clear this, let it be obſerved. 
nt -Þ The Objefs of Hope are leſs con- 
' 4 Þf ceivable by our minds, than thoſe 
el Þf of Fear be. ' Although Storms and 
'6, Þ Darkneſs be without any difficulty 


to Þ pictured ; Calms and Sun-ſhimes can- 
"6 Þ not be drawn without exquiſite 
q FT Art, and extreme Induſtry. HelF's 
* ÞF Torments be a thouſand times more 


eaſily underſtood, ' than Heaven's 
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Foys and Glorys be. The Imagine 
tion of a natural Man, will fright-K 
fully repreſent the burning Eire, and 
» the gnawing Worm. But the fulneſs| 
of oy in God's preſence, and the ever- 
lafting Pleaſures at ' his right hand, | 
_ theſe are fooloſbne/ſs unto. him, nei-F 
ther can he know them. - No Eyel 
but a Sp:irztaal one; and that ſtram-h. 
[i H ed hard in deep Contemplation, cank 
18 #þ. diſcern much of them. Alas ! whoſ 
$8 — ''- is it that can ſay, he needs not allF 
6 the helps preſcribed in Mr. Baxter'sF" 
Saints Everlaſting Reſt ? ( part 4th.{;: 
' F page 219, unto page 242.) I mean}. 
his Helps to conceive affectionately. 
of the Heavenly Glories. | 
Theſe things premiſed, I exhort |. 
unto the Duty eafily inferred. Un- f 
to frequent and moft ſerious Conſide-P 
_ ation of mpenitent Sinners end, 
as well as of penitent Believers. Na- 
turaliſts ſay, that the attractive vers 
tue of the Loadſftone is leſs whenF: 
| it is fingle; and draweth much} 
"9 more ſtrongly, when. it 15 -encom-F- 
Ppaſleg | 


ECM: ) 
Salted andarmed with Iron. You 
We hall & d, I am very ſure, that the 
4 89pe of Heaven will much better 
eſe 42 you, 'when the. Fear of Hell. 
oy. {2th conjunaly dreve you. 5 
nd. Briefly, Having here no more” 
63. 20m, I adviſe to a juſt meditation 
ve df theſe three particulars. 

re There #s an Hell, as ſure as there 
nf! 42 Earth, There be damned men 
ho farming, as ſure as there be /innmg 
Ml Breathing. Yea, and as many 
oyaÞf them, as have ever died in In+ 
th.Þ* wtence, and Unbelief, and Dsſobe> 
FE Nence. Chriſtians. and Fews alſo 
ol elieve this..So do Turks and Paganr,. , 
©) for the - ſubſtance of it. The 4h ? 
ore £742 mentions 'a houſe-'of Perdt- | 
\ w z0n. Plato ſpea:is almoſt-the words +, 
des f Holy Scripture 3 Az Z/e2P 12S 
on $T Ov TES T, FI Ye9v0v. & Ag Tu 
Au £0 p@ TEK. e foT E 
| "This Hell is the Center of Miſery, | 
\þ Collection of all evils. in their , 
«þ V&-eft degrees. Paſſing all oar pre- 
- nt underſtanding ;_ foraſmuch.as: _ 


_ 
.** 
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[= not comprehending "whaF mn ncen 


(us i | 


' ſed God can do, 'tis inivollile to 
comprehend what a Damned man; 
doth fuffer- A man that rails 
- Dies and Lives together ; having 
Death without End, and 4 Life want 
out Eaſe. And Tortures too, ie] 
and beyond, all compariſon. 
- © This Hell or Center of 5 hath 
fox Memorables ,, e. gr. 1. Its Scrip 
ture Names. A Prifom, bottomle 
Pit, ſecond Death, never dyin 
Worm, unquerichable Fire, 2. Ith 
Eſſentials. Deprivation of all good} 
of Drops of Water, as well as Cups 
of Wine : and Accumulation of all 
evils; for the Veſlels of 'Wrat 
are filled with it. 3. Its Efficient 
The ' Place, Company, and enrage 
Conſcience are grievous ones z b 
God's own 7nmediate hand is incon 
ceivably the foreſt, and. ftrikes th 
hardeſt blows. (See Dr. Tho. Good” 
win hereof. ) 4. Its Concomitant 
. Theſcare an Enlargement of mind . 
=. and a Exedneſs of it upon tormen 
| 1 
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+ God lets in upon "the © 
Lack dl a a great Light, to- exaſpe-' 
cate their Fire. There, Ignorance-- 
xould do them a- kindneſs; fo 


uld one minutes For, erfulneſs. £5 


Gt it cannot be. Here they would 
:-t know God, there they - muſt. 
- ere they would not Think of him, 
: ere they cannot ceaſe one moment 
'-2m thoughts of him. And there- 
'Ore feel nothing but confounding 
Shame, piercing Sorrow, - racking 
{ury, and Deſparr that 1s beyond: 
a; .Epithets. 5. Its Daration. And 
this 1s FOR EVER. An Eternity 
«1expreſlable as its Extremity. 6. Its 
*-nds and Reaſons. Which are, the 
*eftramming of Sin 1n the. World; . 
11d the ſhewing forth God's Holi- 

i (s, Righteouſneſs, and Power, up- 
2:1 Sinners finally incorrigible. 

- Indeed, if we ſaw all the Bleſſed 
- f-rmamg in Heaven, and all the 
' Damned burning in Heil, as daily 
_ und plainly as we fee” any thing 
' Kith 0 our Eyes ; it could not maky., 
= 7" , M 2 
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eſcribed Cont FOTots _ Pro- 

"Shces,,. It-is by. eaven and Hell,” * 

© both of thetn, . in our 'Thodghrs,, 

. that he pleaſeth to. /rectifie-our”” ; 

* Aections and. Works. Let us oF | 
#.. fore, neither Pray for his Grace (f 
-. without Meditations, of both, nor 
: Medrtate of doth without Piers 

4 for his: _ 


i : | | Tv mills ny EE L ty 
of it bein 


in its i proper FA 


